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MISSION  TASKFORCE 
TO  BEGIN  IN  MARCH 


Nearly  two  months  after  community 
groups  submitted  a list  of  24  nomi- 
nees to  Mayor  Agnos,  the  Mayor’s  Mission 
Taskforce  is  about  to  become  a reality. 
Community  recommendations  included  a 
broad  mix  of  tenants  rights  advocates, 
homeowners,  social  service  agency  direc- 
tors, housing  project  residents,  representa- 
tives of  both  business  and  resident  associa- 
tions and  one  realtor.  By  and  large,  the 
nominees  reflect  the  ethnic  and  point  of 
view  spectrum  of  the  neighborhood. 

The  taskforce  idea  came  about  after  the 
Agnos  administration  received  heavy  criti- 
cism for  failing  to  take  the  Mission  seri- 
ously and  abandoning  the  neighborhood 
empowerment  philosophy  of  his  oft-quoied 
campaign  book  “Getting  Things  Done”. 
Ironically,  the  Mayor’s  dilatoriness  in  set- 
ting up  the  taskforce  confirms,  in  some 
minds,  the  very  thing  the  taskforce  is  in- 
tended to  deny:  that  the  Mission  is  a low 
priority  community. 

Creating  the  taskforce  requires  neither 
city  funds  nor  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  so  the  question  remains,  “why 
the  delay?”  Matters  are  certainly  not  helped 
by  confronting  members  of  the  Mayor’s 
staff  whocither gave  non  specific  responses 
or  specific  responses  that  were  later  re- 
uacted  or  contradicted  by  other  staff 
members. 

Nevertheless,  March  19th  has  been  set 
as  the  ihis-time-for-sure  date  of  the  first 
taskforce  meeting. 

Once  underway,  the  taskforce  will  be 
set  up  along  the  same  lines  as  the  Mayor’s 
Tenderloin  Taskforce,  an  organization  that 
has  been  active  for  about  a year  and  a half. 
The  24  member  board  will  break  down  into 
issue  oriented  committees  that  will  be  open 
to  anyone  that  is  interested. 

Community  recommendations  to  the 
Mayor  allow  for  a 50/50  resident  to  out- 


sider representation  on  the  Taskforce  board. 
Previous  coalitions  of  Mission  organiza- 
tions have  been  almost  exclusively  com- 
posed of  the  directors  of  social  service  and 
non-profit  agencies,  leaving  residents  with 
little  or  no  voice.  The  Taskforce  open 
committee  structure  should  rectify  that 
problem. 

The  taskforce  will,  in  theory,  provide 
Missiongroups  with  enough  combined  clout 
to  demand  real  accountability  from  what  is 
often  a non-functioning  and  sometimes  a 
contemptuous  city  bureaucracy.  The 
taskforce  will  also  be  the  only  forum  where 
there  is  even  a loose  alliance  of  the  Mission 
District’s  four  separate  merchant  organiza- 
tions ^d  half  a dozen  or  so  development 
groups. 

A third  function  of  the  taskforce  would 
be  to  provide  a broad  enough  range  of 
opinion  and  interest  to  allow  for  short  and 
long  term  neighborhood  planning  which, 
for  once,  would  be  based  on  real  attempts  at 
community  consensus,  rather  than  the  at- 
tempts of  one  or  two  organizations  to  de- 
velop pet  projects. 

All  this  is,  of  course,  dependant  on  the 
Mayor’s  Mission  Taskforce  being  more 
than  just  a campaign  year  promise  whose 
fulfillment  is  constantly  pul  off.  It  also 
depends  heavily  on  a Taskforce  member- 
ship that  is  truly  representative  of  the  Mis- 
sion. 

The  Taskforce  agenda  is  likely  to  be 
very  broad,  but  certain  recurrent  issues  are 
sure  to  be  given  priority,  such  as  the  area’s 
unacceptably  high  crime  rale  (see  page  5), 
restrictions  on  certain  types  of  businesses 
(see  page  4)  and  development  of  the  under- 
utilized Northeast  Industrial  Sector  in  con- 
junction with  Mission  District  Planner 
Angelica  Chiong  (see  page  12). 

by  Victor  Miller 


inside 


El  Oso  Workers  Win  Big 3 

Pawnshops  Banned 4 

Crime:  Good  News,  Bad  News 5 

Home  Front:  Tltree  Mission  War  Stories 6 

Mission  Planner  Sets  Goals 12 

Carnaval  Countdown 14 

World's  Smallest  Radio  Station 15 

Snakewalk 1^ 

Chameleon:  Rock  'n  Roll  Reptile 17 


North  Mission  News  - March  1991  - Page  2 


1,000  $o  c®® 

BUSINESS  CARDS 


• Black  Ink 

• White  or  Beige  Paper 

• Logo  $4.--  extra 

• Blue  Ink  $5-  extra 

EXAWINEK  I 

252-0859 


’'■"faxAA 

VAoni9- 
9e0p0'  ' 


Picture  Yourself 

Actors,  Musicians,  Models,  Dancers. 
8x10  BAY  Photos,  5 to  500 
Visual  Marketing  Gets  Results! 
STUDIO,  LOCATION  AND  SPECIAL  EVENTS 
SF  Photo  Conspiracy,  863-6462 


DUHOm 


L 1 QUORS 

C0F1=HH:  BHAr4s 

ElBPf^^SSO 

CAPUCMiNO 

CAFE:.  LATT^ 

CAF=H  HOCHA 

5ANDW1CME1S 

GROCERIES 


3690  - 18th  St.,  ( Dolores  St.)  S.F. 


2 

o 

c 

> 


c 

o> 

C 

aa  « 


\o 

rO 

ON 

ro 

I 

NO 

00 


<u 

<u 

.4-1 

.4-* 

NO 


NO 

NO 

1-H 

ro 


BOOKSHOP 


o 

E 

ri> 

># 

C/5 

o 

:r 

H- 

Pp 

K 

D- 

o 

D 

CL 


eg 

C/3C 

rO 
CO  ftp 
O c/3 

Cm 

!«r 

c/3r 

P 5* 

pi. 

■^9 

C/3^ 


STAT  STATION, 


A>'> 


Offset  Photography 

STATS 

Metal  Plate  Quality 

PRINTING 

We  do  our  own  camera-work 
and  specialize  in  2-color  jobs 

539  VALENCIA  ST. 


North  Mission  News  - March  1991  - Page  3 


EL  OSO  EMPLOYEES  HUGE  SETTLEMENT 


A court-appointed  arbitrator  awarded 
$3 1,889  in  back  wages  and  penalties 
to  six  former  workers  of  the  El  Oso  restau- 
rant and  its  owner,  Ataulfo  Perez. 

The  workers,  some  of  whom  worked  for 
eight  months  without  ever  seeing  a pay- 
check,  said  they  received  their  only  com- 
pensation in  the  form  of  housing  and  meals 
from  the  establishment.  TTiey  worked  eight 
hours  a day  as  janitors,  busboys  and  dish- 
washers in  the  upscale  supper  club  known 
for  its  patronage  by  the  city’s  top  political 
officials. 

Four  of  the  workers  were  undocumented 
aliens,  whose  immigration  status  (accord- 
ing to  their  attorneys)  made  them  particu- 
larly vulnerable  to  the  kind  of  employment 
practices  that  deprived  them  of  their  com- 
pensation for  work  performed  in  1988- 
1989. 

In  a significant  aspect  of  the  ruling,  the 
arbitrator  agreed  that  the  plaintiff  s immi- 
gration status  was  irrelevant  to  their  right  to 
receive  wages  and  overtime  compensation 
for  work  already  performed.  El  Oso  was 
fined  for  both  failure  to  pay  wages  in  a 
timely  manner  after  the  employees  departed, 
and  failure  to  pay  for  overtime  work. 

Attorney  Pauline  Kim  of  the  Employ- 
ment Law  Center  which,  with  La  Raza 
Centro  Legal, represented  the  workers  said, 
“We  hope  to  send  a strong  message  to 
employers  that  wage  and  overtime  laws 
cannot  be  evaded,  even  if  workers  are 
undocumented,  and  if  they  try  to  avoid 
payments,  it’s  going  to  cost  them  in  the 
long  run.” 

Kim  said  that  the  award  was  a small 
victory,  but  important  because  “the  prob- 
lem of  underpayment  and  non-payment  of 
wages  is  widespread,”  particularly  in  the 
restaurant  and  hotel  industries,  “due  to  the 
high  number  of  minimum  wage  workers.” 
Abraham  Flores,  attorney  for  P«5rez, 
has  said  the  back  wages  and  penalties  will 
be  appealed. 


The  workers  said  they  were  happy  with 
the  ruling  and,  in  a press  conference,  talked 
about  their  ordeal. 

“We  felt  very  discriminated  against,” 
said  Eliseo  Ramirez,  who  worked  at  El  Oso 
for  over  a year.  “You  work  and  you  are  led 
to  believe  you  will  earn  a lot  of  money,  and 
you  don  ’ t.”  Ramirez  said  that  the  feeling  of 
betrayal  was  the  most  difficult  part  of  the 
experience. 

Patty  Hindo,  of  La  Raza  Centro  Legal, 
noted  that  for  many  of  the  workers,  it  was 
their  first  experience  with  work  in  the  United 
States  after  emigrating  from  Mexico. 

“Ataulfo  Perez  knew  we  didn’t  have 
any  place  to  go,”  said  plaintiff  Alfonso 
Prado,  who  also  worked  in  the  restaurant. 
“The  reason  he  believed  he  could  get  away 
with  this  was  because,  as  long  as  we  were 
being  housed  and  fed,  he  didn’t  have  to  pay 
us  right  away,”  he  said.  “It  was  only  suste- 
nance,” he  added. 

The  workers  said  their  wages  were  used 


to  support  their  families  still  living  in 
Mexico.  Not  receiving  their  wages  caused 
intense  hardship  on  their  dependents  and 
created  family  strain.  “We  suffered  a lot  of 
pressure,”  said  Ramirez. 

Telephoning  their  relatives  in  Mexico, 
“we  were  always  asked  ‘What’s  happen- 
ing, why  aren’t  you  sending  us  money?’” 
said  Ramirez,  adding  that  they  did  not  tell 
their  families  they  were  not  being  paid, 
“because  we  did  not  want  to  worry  them.” 


Prado  said  the  lack  of  money  severely 
restricted  their  freedom  in  the  U.S.  “We 
could  not  buy  food  for  ourselves,  we  could 
not  buy  clothes,  we  could  not  pay  bills,” 
said  Prado,  referring  to  the  months  when 
they  worked  for  El  Oso.  Ramirez  said  his 
younger  relatives,  counting  on  the  money 
he  would  send  for  their  education,  were 
unable  to  enroll  in  school  during  that  time. 

Attorney  Pauline  Kim  stressed  that  the 
victory  was  a small  one,  considering  the 
magnitude  of  the  violations,  and  that  El 
50so’s  appeal  could  force  the  plaintiffs  to 
g begin  again  from  square  one.  But,  the 
a workers  said  they  were  very  pleased  with 
the  outcome  of  the  case, 
g “We  are  very  happy  with  the  decision,” 
5 said  Prado.  “We  are  happy  we  learned  we 
’ had  rights,  that  we  could  come  to  lawyers, 
that  we  could  seek  help.”  He  indicated 
there  was  very  little  consciousness  of  legal 
rights  in  their  work  situation  at  the  time,  and 
that  Perez  had  laughed  at  them  when  they 
told  him  they  were  going  to  file  a lawsuit. 
“La  Raza  helped  us  and  we  tell  everyone 
about  them,”  said  Prado.  “It  didn’t  matter 
whether  we  were  Black  or  brown  or  had 
papers  or  not.” 

by  Tara  Kramer 
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PAWNSHOPS  BANNED  IN  THE  MISSION 


A five  year  moraiorium  on  ihe  granting 
of  pawnshop  permits  in  the  Mission 
and  Ingleside  Police  Districts  passed  the 
final  obstacle  on  its  way  to  the  Mayor’s 
desk.  Tuesday.  February  20lh,  saw  an 
amendment  to  the  ordinance  on  legislating 
pawnshops  pass  the  last  committee  vote.  It 
has  only  now  to  receive  the  mayor’s  signa- 
ture to  make  it  official. 

The  beginning  of  the  moratorium  goes 
back  to  last  year.  May  of  1990,  when  an 
application  for  a new  pawnshop  (at  2054 
Mission)  was  submitted  by  Victoria  Kan- 
tarzhi.  Her  application  went  first  to  the 
local  level  and  was  initially  denied  with 
then-Mission  Police  Station  Captain  Mike 
Hebei  supporting  the  denial. 

Kaniarzhi  went  to  appeal  and  was 
granted  a license  on  the  pretext  that  she 
never  reapply  for  a firearms  permit.  Con- 
struction of  the  new  pawnshop  (the  A to  Z 
Pawnshop)  is  continuing.  Victoria  Kan- 
tarzhi  was  unavailable  for  comment. 

Pawnshops  are  considered,  by  many  in 
the  community,  to  be  grouped  in  with  a 
number  of  businesses  as  undesirable  (see 
“Patrolling  the  Mission  Corridor”,  Dec. 
’90).  Neighbors  believe  that  such  undesir- 
able businesses  draw  a criminal  element  to 
the  neighborhood.  “It’s  the  opinion  of  an 
awful  lot  of  people  that  pawnshops  are  a 
magnet  for  crime,”  says  Rose  Chuchwar, 


Co-  President  of  the  South  Mission  Neigh- 
borhood Improvement  Association. 

A lot  of  this  sentiment  stems  from  the 
way  in  which  pawnshops  conduct  their 
business.  Pawnshops  act  as  second-hand 
stores,  buying  and  selling  used  items,  but 
more  notably  they  act  as  money  lenders. 
The  owner  accepts  merchandise  as  collat- 
eral on  a money  loan.  If  the  loan  isn’t  paid 
back  in  a set  amount  of  time,  the  items  are 
sold. 

The  current  ordinance,  SF  Municipal 
Code  Pan  II,  Article  28.  does  restrict  the 
number  of  pawnshops  in  a given  neighbor- 
hood. Only  one  per  block  is  allowed  and 
none  can  be  within  200  feet  from  the  prop- 
erty line  of  any  church  or  school. 

Rose  Chuchwar  saw  this  restriction  as 
too  lenient  and  instigated  a correspondence 
with  Supervisor  Jim  Gonzalez  in  order  to 
impose  a hold  on  the  issuing  of  pawnshop 
permits  so  that  the  ordinance  could  be 
changed.  This  effort  resulted  in  a five  year 
moratorium  (Section  2825)  to  the  above 
police  code. 

The  moratorium  covers  the  Mission 
police  district  ranging  from  Diamond 
Heights  to  Potrero  Street  and  13th  to  27ih 
Streets)  and  adjacent  Ingleside  district  south 
to  the  San  Mateo  county  line  and  will  not 
expire  until  January  15, 1996. 

The  moratorium  was  widely  supported 
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by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  whose  oppo- 
sition to  pawnshops  stemmed  from  the  high 
crime  rate  of  the  Mission  and  the  existence 
of  four  pawnshops  along  Mission  Street, 
including  the  Ingleside  Police  District  due 
to  its  proximity  and  to  preclude  a pawnshop 
ghetto  relocating  to  outer  Mission  Street. 
They  also  held  that  pawnshops  “facilitate 
the  commission  of  crime  and  its  conceal- 


crime  or  not.  It’s  even  hard  to  prove  if  they 
do  traffic  in  stolen  goods.  The  Police  check 
the  pawnshop  records  (which  include  a 
description  of  their  merchandise)  every  24 
hours,  but  unless  stolen  items  are  marked 
with  some  sort  of  identification  number, 
it’s  almost  impossible  to  trace  the  item  back 
to  its  registered  owner  to  tell  if  it  has  been 
stolen. 


ment”. 

None  can  say  if  pawnshops  do  attract  by  Tim  Manley 
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MISSION  CRIME:  GOOD  NEWS,  BAD  NEWS 


When  former  Mission  Station  Captain 
Michael  Brush  was  asked  by  the 
News,  a few  years  ago,  what  would  happen 
if  police  resources  were  concentrated  on 
high  crime  areas  such  as  16th  and  24th 
Street  BART  plazas  and  the  Army  and 
Valencia  Street  housing  projects,  he  re- 
plied that  the  crime  would  move  a few 
blocks  over  “the  way  that  - if  you  grab  a 
balloon,  it  will  squeeze  up  through  your 
fingers.” 

A reading  of  1990  Mission  crime  fig- 
ures confirms  that  this  is  what  has  been 
occurring. 

Four  traditionally  high  crime  areas  tar- 
geted for  intense  police  action  all  showed 
substantial  improvement.  The  16th  and 
Mission  “Devil  *s  Quadrangle”  (police  pre- 
cinct 414)  remained  one  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous places  in  San  Francisco,  but  showed 
an  8%  drop  in  overall  police  reports. 

The  adjacent  Precinct  413  which  in- 
cludes Valencia  Gardens  showed  an  even 
greater  15%  drop.  Crime  in  and  around  the 
Bernal  Dwellings  projects  on  Army  (462) 
also  fell  by  7%  and,  at  the  24th  Street 
BART  Plaza  (454)  police  reports  dropped 
by  nearly  10%. 

Despite  the  overall  drop,  the  four  mur- 
ders in  462  gave  the  Bernal  Dwellings 
neighborhood  the  “honor”  of  being  most 
lethal  in  the  city  and  it  tied  for  second  in  car 
thefts.  The  Devil’s  Quadrangle  was  fourth 
among  nearly  300  neighborhoods  in  rob- 
beries, assaults  and  murders,  seventh  in 
rapes  and  fifth  in  overall  crime...  down 
from  4th  in  1989. 

That’s  the  pood  news.  The  bad  is  that  a 
number  of  locations  near  the  high  crime 
precincts  showed  substantial  increases  as 
the  bad  guys  moseyed  a few  blocks  down 
and  some  quiet  residential  and  industrial 
areas  took  a substantial  hit. 

This  was  most  obvious  on  Mission  Street 
between  I7thand  I9lh(Precinct422)  where 


merchants  have  already  been  complaining 
about  the  influx  of  pushers,  prostitutes, 
thieves,  drunks  and  killers.  In  1990,  this 
area  recorded  a 5%  increase  with  much 
higher  incidents  of  crimes  against  persons. 
Rapes  doubled.  Robberies  increased  38% 
and  assaults  11%. 

(It’s  also  the  block  on  which  Mayor 
Agnos  confronted  a belligerent  apple  thief 


- see  last  month’s  News.) 

Incoming  Mission  Police  Captain  John 
Newlin  hopes  to  see  an  improvement  there 
during  1991.  “We  are  up  from  5 C-Pop 
officers  to  13,  so  that  on  any  given  night 
there  will  be  4 to  6 patrolling  the  street.  The 
Mission  corridor  and  24ih  Street  will  be  our 
priority.” 

Crime,  in  turn,  is  already  migrating  to 
neighborhoods  east  of  Mission  such  as  the 
18th  and  Folsom  Street  area  next  to  Pre- 


cinct 422,  the  area  around  Franklin  Square 
where  the  City’s  day  laborer  referral  serv- 
ice is  to  be  set  up  and  the  22nd  and  Folsom 
area  just  north  of  the  Bernal  Dwellings. 

Crime  in  West  Mission  neighborhoods 
was  more  sporadic.  It  was  substantially  up 
on  the  southwest  border  of  Dolores  Park, 
but  down  in  the  20th  and  Guerrero  area. 

The  fact  that,  overall,  police  reports  are 


about  equal  with  those  last  year  while  the 
seriousness  of  crime  is  increasing  bears  out 
some  statements  made  by  former  Mission 
Station  Captain  Michael  Hebei  last  year 
when  he  told  an  assembly  of  Mission  resi- 
dents and  merchants  that  hot  pursuit  of  the 
robbers,  rapists  and  killers  would  mean  less 
manpower  available  to  chase  away  drunks, 
hookers,  panhandlers  and  the  lost  souls 
with  leaky  bladders  performing  their  acts  of 
physical  graffiti  on  the  Mission’s  walls. 


But  anybody  with  vision  even  slightly 
superior  to  that  of  Little  Stevie  Wonder 
knows  that  nuisances  haven’t  gone  away, 
despite  the  decrease  in  these  kinds  of  re- 
ported crimes. 

Captain  Newlin  believes  that  many  of 
these  daytime  nuisances  transform  like 
werewolves  into  nighttime  felons  andhopes 
that  new  policies^med  at  getting  habitual 
drunks  and  pests  off  the  street  through 
suffer  sentencing  will  pay  off  in  lower 
robbery  and  murder  rates.  “I’d  like  to  pop 
that  sucker."  he  says  of  the  crime  balloon 
and  the  City’s  “revolving  door  justice”. 

But  popping  the  balloon  requires  money, 
and  money  thatjusl  isn’t  there...  money  for 
cops,  jails  and  judges,  money  for  jobs  that 
give  people  alternatives  to  crime,  money 
for  drug  and  alcohol  detox,  for  education, 
for  encouraging  local  businesses  to  flower 
in  some  of  the  abandoned  storefronts  that 
otherwise  serve  as  robbers’  roosts,  etc.  etc. 

With  a mayoral  election  this  year  and 
Board  of  Supervisors’  race  in  1992.  hefty 
local  tax  increases  are  improbable.  And 
any  federal  dollars  that  the  S&L  (and  soon- 
lo-bc  bank  and  insuuuice)  bailouts  miss, 
the  Gulf  War  will  iissuredly  snatch  up  as 
deftly  as  a junkie  boosting  a cellular  phone 
from  the  front  seat  of  some  Beemer-driving 
fool  Slopped  for  a burriio. 

What  improvement  occurs  is  likely  to 
arise  from  the  private  sector.  For  example, 
the  obstacle  course  that  once  was  the  en- 
trance to  Pancho  Villa’s  has  been  removed 
by  the  hiring  of  a security  guard.  It’s  an 
extra  expense,  but  people  are  returning  to 
the  taqueria  while  the  spare  changc/laten- 
ite/pursc  snatch  crowd  has  relocated  tomorc 
opportunistic  locations  that,  in  turn,  will 
have  to  respond  or  go  out  of  business. 

by  Brian  Doohan 
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HOME  FRONT 

THREE  MISSION  WAR  STORIES 


HATEM 

by  Jeanne  Hallacy 


August 2, 1 990  marked  the  beginning  of 
a sleepless  nightmare  for  millions  of 
people  around  the  world.  For  Egyptian 
bom  artist  Hatem,  the  personal  impact  of 
the  Iraqi  invasion  of  Kuwait  would  become 


a dailc  spectre  that  would  haunt  his  every 
thought.  Hatem,  a Mission  resident,  immi- 
grated to  the  U.S.  eleven  years  ago.  He 
treasures  his  relationship  with  his  younger 
brother  Tarik,  his  only  sibling. 


Tarik  was  one  of  an  estimated  300,000 
Egyptian  nationals  who  went  to  work  in 
Kuwait  in  an  attempt  to  escape  the  hard 
pressed  Egyptian  economy  and  build  a nest 
egg  of  security  for  his  family.  At  least  half 
of  Kuwait’s  1.8  million  population  are 
foreign  nationals , many  of  whom  ^e  forced 
to  seek  economic  opportunities  outside  their 
impoverished  nations.  Thousands  of  Paki- 
stanis, Filipinos  and  Bangladeshis  who  fled 
Kuwait  after  the  invasion  continue  to  wait 
in  overcrowded  refugee  centers  in  Jordan. 

Egyptians  working  in  the  prosperous 
gulf  nation  could  earn  the  equivalent  of  five 
years’  salary  in  Egyptian  currency  in  less 
ihanayear.  A large  portion  of  Egyptians  in 
Kuwait  were  highly  educated  white  collar 
workers;  physicians,  engineers,  teachers 
and  attorneys,  filling  a noticeable  gap  in 
Kuwaiti  expertise  and  training  necessary 
for  the  accelerated  development  of  the 
nation’s  infrastructure. 

Tarik,  a 34  year  old  CPA,  was  working 
as  an  account  executive  establishing  super- 
market chains  throughout  the  country.  He 
lived  in  Kuwait  for  nine  years,  where  he 
married  his  Egyptian  wife  Eptisam  and  had 
two  little  girls,  three  year  old  Sara  and  one 
and  a half  year  old  Mail. 

The  news  of  the  Iraqi  invasion  had  a 
devastating  effect  upon  Hatem,  who  has 
been  an  outspoken  critic  of  Saddam 
Hussein’s  regime  for  over  ten  years.  He 
feared  for  the  safety  of  his  brother’s  family 
and  feltequally  eru’aged  at  what  awaited  the 
Kuwaiti  people.  "My  first  thought  was  that 
Saddam  wrote  his  death  warrant,’’  Hatem 
said.  “I  thought,  ‘My  God  the  atrocities 
will  be  severe*  for  all  the  people  in  Kuwait. 
What  Saddam  has  delivered  is  exactly  what 
I expected;  bmtality,  destruction  and  tor- 
ture.’’ 

Hatem  was  able  to  talk  to  his  brother 
during  the  first  two  days  following  the 
invasion  until  the  telephones  were  cut.  “I 
told  him  to  get  out  as  soon  as  possible,’’  he 
said.  "Hetrustcdmyjudgmemassomeone 


on  the  outside  who  could  see  the  situation 
more  clearly.’’  By  that  time,  Tarik  himself 
had  already  heard  rumors  of  random  civil- 
ian round-ups  and  detention.  "I  felt  more 
angry  than  anything...  a sense  of  not  know- 
ing what  would  happen  and  the  frustration 
that  I couldn’t  take  any  part  in  reversing  it,’’ 
Hatem  said.  “I  fell  that  Tarik’s  intelligence 
and  psychological  makeup  would  give  him 
a much  higher  chance  of  escaping  safely 
than  most  people.  But  I couldn’t  stop 
thinking  about  the  thousands  of  others  who 
may  not  have  that  chance.” 

Hatem’s  fears  were  underlined  by  the 
thought  that  his  long  standing  public  oppo- 
sition to  Hussein’s  regime  would  further 
jeopardize  his  brother’s  life.  His  scathing 
indictments  of  the  Iraqi  dictator  have  been 
published  in  Al-Ahram,  one  of  Egypt’s 
largest  daily  newspapers.  In  1984,  he  made 
a personal  affront  to  the  Iraqi  leader  when 
he  openly  refused  the  Saddam  Award  for 
Visual  Arts.  The  annual  award  recognizes 
outstanding  achievement  by  Arab  artists 
and  offers  a $50,000  cash  prize  with  a solid 
gold  medal  engraved  with  Saddam’s  por- 
trait. Hatem  rebuked  the  award  because  he 
felt  that  as  a "sincere  and  serious  painter” 
he  must  refuse  to  be  used  as  a "propaganda 
tool  of  a dictator”. 

After  the  phone  communications  with 
Kuwait  were  cut,  there  was  nothing  Hatem 
could  do  but  religiously  monitor  all  the 
news  from  the  Gulfconflict  and  waiL  Each 
day  was  elongated  in  time  as  he  tried  to 
limit  his  imagination  about  the  events  in- 
side KuwaiL  He  kept  in  daily  contact  with 
his  parents  in  Alexandria.  Egypt,  trying  to 
calm  his  distraught  mother  whose  only 
grandchildren  were  in  danger. 

On  October  24th,  he  received  news  that 
Tarik  and  his  family  had  successfully  es- 
caped to  Jordan.  He  later  heard  Tarik’s 
account  of  their  horrifying  odyssey  driving 
through  Kuwait  to  the  Iraqi  border  where 
they  were  stopped  by  two  Iraqi  soldiers. 
After  a cursory  glance  at  their  passports. 


Om\ 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 


•Quality  Photofinishing  •Darkroom  Supplies 

•Cameras  and  Projectors  •Camera  Repairs 

•Accessories  •Retouching 


1089  Valencia  Street  (Near  22nd)  • San  Francisco  CA  94110 
Telephone  (415)  641-8396 


✓ ■ A 

2172  Mission  St. 

(between  17th  18th  St.) 

San  Francisco.  CA  94110 
Tel.  863  - 3700 

^ ^ ^ 

MING’S  GARDEN  RESTAURANT 

Open  Hours:  11:00  am  ■ 8:30  pm  Closed  Sundays 
FOOD  TO  TAKE  OUT 
FRESH  SEAFOOD  DAILY  - SPECIALTY 
KOREAN  CHICKEN  WITH  WINE  OR  BEER  j 


Contemporary  Traditional 
African,  Latin,  & Caribbean  Music! 


491A  Guerrero  St.  San  Francisco 
(between  16th  and  17th) 

(415)  255-8411 

M-F:  12-8  Sa:  11-8  Su:  12-5 
(Thes:  12-7) 

C0-Spon$o(s  of  the  AUican  Music  Program  Tuesdays.  7:X-9:30  hiUSF,  90.3  FM 


North  Mission  News  - March  1991  - Page  7 


they  ordered  Tarik  to  lum  the  car  back. 
Automatic  rifles  were  pointed  directly  at 
the  children.  Tarik  made  the  appearance  of 
reversing  the  car  and  then  gunned  the  en- 
gine forward,  driving  over  one  Iraqi  sol- 
dier,Iliev  were  shot  at  as  the  car  sped  away. 

Tarik  is  now  one  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
Egyptians  desperately  seeking  work  in  a 
severely  depressed  economy,  further  bur- 
dened by  the  massive  return  of  workers 
from  Kuwait  and  the  loss  of  millions  of 
dollars  remitted  from  their  earnings.  His 
life  dream  of  returning  to  Egypt  with  enough 
capital  to  establish  his  own  business  will 
remainjusia  dream  for  some  lime  to  come. 

He  is  slowly  accepting  the  reality  that 
the  nine  years  he  spent  working  away  from 
homeand  painstakingly  saving  over  $40, 000 
is  permanently  lost.  Tarik’s  family  fled 
Kuwait  with  nothing  but  the  clothes  they 
were  wearing  and  an  emergency  food  sup- 
ply. They  are  staying  with  his  retired  par- 
ents whose  modest  income  was  reduced 
without  the  extra  monthly  help  they  re- 
ceived from  Tarik’s  earnings. 

Haiem  is  helping  them  through  the  cri- 
sis with  financial  and  emotional  support. 


Despite  his  relief  in  knowing  his  brother’s 
family  is  alive,  he  is  still  wrapped  in  a 
shroud  of  anger,  despair  and  sorrow.  As  a 
veteran  of  the  1973  Egyplian-Israeli  war, 
he  is  painfully  reminded  of  the  naked  terror 
caused  by  war.  As  an  Arab- American,  he  is 
deeply  saddened  by  the  death  of  other  Arabs. 
Yet  he  is  unwavering  in  his  belief  that 
Saddam  Hussein  must  be  removed  from 
power. 

“I  fell  grateful  that  my  family  was  safe 
but  I kept  thinking  of  those  who  couldn't 
leave,”  he  said.  “There  was  no  good  news 
that  could  offset  the  loss  or  the  pain.  It’s 
very  sad  when  you  reach  a point  where  you 
can’t  really  afford  to  be  happy.” 

"Those  who  may  commit  aggression 
and  atrocity  will  inherit  the  anger  of 
almighty  Allah  and  the  hatred  of  the 
believers." 

"If  they  choose  peace,  choose  the  same. 
Depend  on  almighty  Allah  so  war  may  not 
take  place." 

"Those  who  cannot  hear,  cannot 
understand,  that  they  do  not  understand." 

From  the  Koran 


country,  if  there  is  no  compassion,  wc  arc 
failing.  Look  at  the  technology  we  have 
now  — we’ve  gone  to  the  moon!  But 
we’re  still  killing  each  other.  We’re  so 
much  more  advamed  than  we  were  even 
twenty  years  ago:  not  fifty,  twenty. 

(My  son)  has  the  responsibility  of  a 
soldier  to  be  alive.  But  he  has  a very  .small 
chance  of  coming  out  alive  if  chemiail 
warfare  is  used. 

We  never  should  have  gone  to  war. 
This  war  didn’t  start  right  now.  It  started  a 
long  lime  ago.  Wc  don't  really  know  what 
is  going  on  in  the  backs  of  Saddam 


impossible  to  change  anything  right  now. 
but  future  gcneraiii>ns  might  be  able  to 
understand.  Awakening  the  younger 
generation  will  affect  the  future;  maybe 
neither  one  of  us  will  see  it  — but  if  I can 
even  move  one  finger  to  help.  I’m  willing 
to  do  it.  I’m  afraid  for  young  people. 
There  is  no  hope  to  change  people’s  minds 
in  power.  But  there  is  hope  to  change 
young  people.  You  ain’t  choose  what  your 
sons  and  daughters  do,  but  you  can  give 
shape,  give  emotions.  You  need  to  respect 
them,  whatever  they  do.  My  son’s  mind  is 
very  good,  he’s  funded  by  the  Army.  He 


IRENE 

- by  Gita  Srinivasan 


I, 


.rene  Boas  and  I are  silting  in  the 
early  Saturday  evening  at  a front  table  at 
Irene’s'restaurant  on  Valencia.  Ole  Fajitas. 
Customers,  seeing  that  the  light  is  on  even 
though  it’s  after  hours,  stop  by  with  an 
encouraging  word  or  smile  for  Irene  as  we 
speak.  Fifteen  members  of  Radical 
Women  Against  Imperialism  are  having  a 
meeting  at  the  next  table.  The  counter  by 
the  cash  register  offers  information  on 
peace  protests  and  organizing  around  the 
city. 


Irene  Boas  has  a son,  Edmund,  who  is 
stationed  in  the  Gulf.  lie  is  a specialist  in 
chemiail  warfare.  Wetalk... 

Q:  I wanted  to  know  how  the  war  is 
affecting  you  personally,  your  day  to  day 
life. 

Ill:  1 respect  my  son  and  his  decisions 
but,  right  now.  I’m  talking  as  myself,  as  a 
mother.  What  we  arc  seeing  now  is  human 
beings  without  respect  and  compassion  for 
others.  We  must  be  failing  as  human 
beings.  No  matter  what  color,  what 


if* 


Hussein’s  and  Bush’s  minds.  I think  they 
knew  all  along  it  would  be  war...  1 always 
expected  a ground  war.  America  is  not 
going  to  waste  this  chance.  Iraq  is  like  a 
superpower  — there  will  be  a lot  of  blood, 
a lot  of  sorrow.  I don’t  know  if  power 
equals  human  lives. 

Q:  Do  you  feel  a difference? 

Ill:  No,  1 have  no  power. 

Q:  But  you’ve  been  participating  in 
rallies,  demonstrations... 

IB:  I’ve  been  going  to  them  all.  It’s 


wants  to  get  a Ph.D.  in  nuclear  science. 

Q:  Do  you  write  to  him  and  receive 
letters? 

IB;  Yes,  but  not  all  of  them  reach  on 
time  — he  went  for  a whole  month  without 
getting  a letter!  He  feels  at  peace  with 
himself,  feels  that  this  is  a responsibility  he 
took,  right  or  wrong,  a job  that  he  has  to  do. 
Everyday.  I’m  living  day  today.  Knowing 
that  he  is  at  peace,  all  that  I wish  for  him  is 
strength.  In  order  to  defend  yourself,  you 
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have  to  feel  hate,  not  love.  To  be  able  to 
kill  someone.  I don't  want  to  jeopardize 
my  son’s  life  with  my  love  for  him  as  a 
mother.  So  when  I speak  with  him.  I don’t 
show  it  so  much.  I just  pray  he  comes  back 
safe...  the  s;ime  way  as  he  left. 

Q:  he  seem  different,  changed, 

over  the  phone? 

IB:  1 le’s  not  expressive. 

Q:  Maybe  he’s  doing  the  same  thing 
you  are.  protecting  you. 

IB:  Yes! 

Q:  Do  you  have  other  children? 

IB:  1 have  one  other  son,  Peter,  one 
ye;tr  younger.  He’s  quiet,  just  holding. 
Just  holding.  And  hoping,  and  hoping. 
I'hai’sall  we  have  left. 

Q:  What  do  you  have  to  say  to  other 
mothers,  parents,  ia  your  position? 

IB:  ‘Hial  people  should  do  something 
for  people,  make  the  government 
understand  they  med  to  have  more  value 
for  human  life,  .^nd  there’s  nothing, 
nothing,  that  c«in  equal  life. 

Q:  What  would  you  say  to  young 
people? 

IB:  All  that  poor  people  have  is 
themselves.  1 low  am  you  not  lake  care  of 
the  only  thing  you  have?  1 meet  a lot  of 
people  in  this  restaurant  business.  1 try  to 
motivate  them,  tell  them  “you  are  in 
control  of  your  life”.  We  are  taught  that 
there  is  a right  way.  and  a wrong  way.  Not 
to  think,  not  to  question.  Young  people 
need  to  be  taught  how  to  use  their  intellect 
-develop  it!  You  have  it. 

Q:  Have  you  been  watching 
television?  How  do  you  gel  the  news? 

IB:  TV  cannot  lelcase  the  truth,  for  so 
many  reasons.  I have  a shod  wave,  so  I can 
hear  Europetm  news,  llie  reactions  in 
European  countries  has  been  so  different 
than  in  the  U.S.  — in  Italy  there  have  been 
two  hundred  and  fifty  peace 
demonstrations;  there  havec  ben 
demonstrations  with  half  a million  people! 

Q:  Why  do  you  think  the  response  has 
been  so  different  in  America? 

IB:  Because  the  only  way  to  control 


the  mtLvses  is  to  keep  them  blind.  When 
they  understand,  have  some  wisdom, 
they’ll  be  able  to  make  more  decisions.  If 
they  are  educated,  they  will  rebel. 

Q:  You’re  from  Argentina,  you've 
lived  in  Europe,  travelled  - why  did  you 
decide  to  settle  in  this  country? 

IB:  Yes.  I have  two  American  sons.  I 
have  a lot  of  respect  for  this  country.  1 
always  thought  it  was  the  best  place  for 
human  rights  in  the  world.  It’s  far  from 
perfect,  but  it’s  a beginning  and  beginnings 
are  always  hard.  But  1 see  people  drugged, 
living  off  social  security,  no  sense  of  pride. 
'Hiere’s  no  mental  health  in  this  country  - 
kx)k  at  the  Vietnam  vets  on  the  streets  all 
over.  Who  cares  about  them?  Twenty 
yeiirs  ago,  1 rciilly  thought  this  a)untry. 
with  civil  rights  and  human  rights,  wjis  the 
beginning  of  a new  era.  I’ve  been 
disappointed  by  what  I saw.  The  rich  get 
wealthy,  the  poor  gel  killed.  At  least  in  this 
country,  it’s  far  from  perfect  but  there  are 
way  more  young  (>a)ple  awakening  to  the 
truth,  to  reality.  You  have  to  start 
somewhere...  I’m  here  in  the  Mission 
because  I want  to  be  m the  presence  of  real 
people.  1 wanted  to  be  where  civil  rights 
changes  are  happening  - I could  have 
opened  this  cafe  an)  where.  My  children 
grew  up  here...  both  of  them  went  to  Edison 
School,  and  then  to  St.  James  Catholic 
School. 

Q:  It  seems  as  if  the  customers  are 
really  caring... 

IB:  People  have  been  so  supportive  - 
customers,  people  in  the  neighborhood. 
They  come,  stay  with  me.  see  how  I’m 
doing,  bring  me  things.  This  is  the  heart  of 
San  Francisco  - all  different  beliefs,  the 
artists,  the  activists.  They’ve  been 
wonderful.  I’m  very  thankful  to  all  of 
them. 

There  is  a telephone  call;  Irene  goes 
to  the  back  to  get  it.  When  she  comes  back 
she  tells  me  it  was  Edmund’s  wife  of  seven 
months,  crying.  She  had  just  heard  that  the 
ground  war  had  begun. 


BOB 


by  Brian 

hen  the  air-raid  sirens  sound  in  Haifa, 
sixyearoldkindergartenstudentBen 
has  five  minutes  to  reach  the  sealed  room  in 
the  school. 

There,  the  children  there  are  told  pul  on 
brightly  painted  gas  masks,  and  wait  until 
the  all-clear  arrives. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war,  Ben’s  father. 
Bob  Gonzalez  who  manages  the  Thrift  Town 
on  17th  and  Mission  has  been  in  weekly 
contact  with  his  son. 

“The  schools  have  just  been  opened 
recently,”  he  said.  For  several  weeks,  Is- 
raeli authorities  responded  to  the  threat  of 
Iraqi  Scud  missiles  by  closing  schools  and 
other  public  places  but, when  it  seemed  that 
the  war  would  go  longer  than  a few  days. 


Doohan 

these  buildings  were  gradually  opened,  and 
people  learned  to  gel  about  their  business. 
One  difference  is  the  emptiness  of  Israeli 
streets  which,  reports  Gonzalez  who  last 
visited  Haifa  in  December,  are  usually  full 
ofkidseitherhanging  out  orplaying  soccer. 
Jewish  and  Arab  neighborhoods  are  strictly 
segregated,  but  a large  number  of  Soviet 
Jews  has  recently  moved  into  Ben’s  neigh- 
borhood - their  adaptation  to  a new  culture 
complicated  by  the  war.  "Ben’s  actually 
developing  something  of  a Russian  accent,” 
says  Gonzalez. 

Unable  to  either  go  to  school  or  outside, 
kids  have  adapted  by  assuming  that  the 
whole  world’s  in  a state  of  war.  "Ben  asked 
me  on  the  phone  if  I had  my  gas  mask  on,” 
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said  Gonzalez. 

So  far,  the  Scud  attacks  on  Haifa  have 
occurred  outside  school  hours.  One,  a few 
days  after  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
wasparticularlydevastating.  "Benioldme 
that  he  heard  a long  boom  and  then  the 
windows  began  to  shake,”  Gonzalez  said. 

While  schools  were  closed,  the  kinder- 
gaitners  grew  bored  between  the  hours  of  7 
AM  and  noon,  when  they  would  otherwise 
be  in  school.  Time  is  filled  with  television. 
Childrens’ programming,  primarily  Ameri- 
can and  Israeli  cartoons,  has  been  increased 
on  Haifa’s  government-owned  TV  station 
but  children  have  also  been  exposed  to  war 
coverage. 

Gonzalez  considers  Israeli  television 
more  detailed  and  thepublic  more  informed 
than  Americans...  thus  while  the  Israelis- 
fell  it  was  unfair  to  draw  them  into  the  war, 
most  recognized  Hussein’s  intent  and  sen- 
timent for  intervention  was  perhaps  less 
than  portrayed  in  the  American  media. 

According  to  Gonzalez.  Israelis  sense 
that  an  outcome  of  the  war  will  be  the 
overthrow  of  Jordan’s  King  Hussein.  They 
arc  waiting  to  see  if  there  is  improvement  in 
relations  with  Iran  and  Saudi  Arabia,  but 


remain  suspicious  of  Syria  and  its  leader 
Hafaz  Assad.  Gonzalez  also  discounted 
rumors  that  the  regime  of  Egypt’s  pro- 
American  Hosni  Mubharak  could  be  in 
trouble. 

Domestically,  Israelis  have  rallied  be- 
hind Prime  Minister  Shamir.  "Ididn’ivoie 
for  George  Bush,”  said  Gonzalez,  “but  my 
reasonings  have  now  changed  because  he’s 
shown  a lot  of  strength.  A lot  of  Israelis  feel 
the  same  way  about  Shamir.” 

At  this  point  a telephone  rang  and  the 
caller  told  Gonzalez  of  the  rumor  of  Iraq’s 
surrender. 

"One  of  the  most  interesting  things  that 
I saw  in  Israel  last  winter  was  a teenager  in 
a yarmulke  wearing  a t-shirt  that  said.  Don’t 
Worry,  America,  Israel  is  behind  you,” 
Gonzalez  said.  And  although  teachers  at 
the  kindergarten  level  have  been  treating 
the  war  and  the  gas  masks  "like  a game”. 
Israeli  children  also  are  getting  an  early 
education  in  some  of  life’s  hardships. 

"My  son  told  me  he  learned  a new  song 
at  school  about  Saddam  Hussein  which 
goes...  when  translated  from  Hebrew... 
Saddam  this  is  not  Iran,  this  is  America.  So 
don’t  confuse  the  two.” 


RADICAL  ASTROLOGY 
Charts  & Readings 


ROBERT  COLE 
558-8004 


SUSHI  CAFE 

Country  Station 
Modestly  Priced 


(415)  861-0972 

2140  Mission  Street 
Between  17th  and  18th 


BUSINESS  HOURS 
Monday -Thursday:  10:00  am  to  9:00  pm 
Friday-Saturday:  10:00  am  to  10:00  pm 


MARC  S.  JANOWITZ 

Attorney 

Workers  Rights  • Tenants  Rights 

819  Eddy  Street  94109 
771-6174 


North  Mission  News  - March  1991  - Page  9 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


To  the  NORTH  MISSION  NEWS 

and  whomever  it  may  concern. 

Greetings. 

We  heard,  through  our  Raccoon  Net- 
work, about  the  Anti  Raccoon  Manifesto 
you  published  in  your  latest  issue.  It  sounds 
very  much  like  yet  another  declaration  of 
war.  You  people  are  so  thrilled  by  the  very 
prospect  of  warfare,  these  days! 

We  won’t  elaborate  on  the  fact  that  we 
have  a right  to  this  planet,  too.  (“Right  to 
Life”,  you  call  it?)  that  you  have  been  after 
us  the  way  that  you  are  after  any  soul  that 
threatens  your  Convenience,  that  you  don’t 
know  how  to  share,  only  how  to  kill.  You 
have  killed  woods  and  raccoon  dwellings, 
turned  them  into  beds  for  your  cars  and 
shopping  malls  where  you  sell  our  fur  and 
skin  over  our  dead  bodies,  you  have  poi- 
soned ourairandfood,  well,  let’snot  elabo- 
rate, we  know  and  you  know.  If  you  don’t 
gel  yourselves  an  education...  and,  by  the 
way,  quit  patronizing  us  as  “cute",  etc.,  will 
you? 

We  have  been  trying  to  accommodate 
your  greed  as  non-violently  as  we  possibly 
could.  We  don’t  have  a Raccoon  Army, 
and  there  have  been  very  few  casualties  on 
your  side,  compared  to  those  on  ours.  We 
do  need  to  eat,  as  you  do,  we  do  need  to  feed 
our  babies,  as  you  do.  You  see  us  collec- 
tively as  a nuisance  to  be  disposed  of,  by  all 
means  indicated  in  your  article.  The  fact 
that  we  are  living  beings  doesn’t  phase  you 
one  bit,  you  are  so  used  to  dealing  with 
things.  Notice  that  even  your  garbage  cans 
become  more  precious  than  us . . . 

What’s  left  for  us  to  do,  so  we  keep 
ourselves  alive?  Gel  together  and  raid  the 
city,  all  at  once,  the  way  you  raid  your 
supermarkets  twice  a week?  Will  we  then 
be  labelled  “Communists?”  “Terrorists?” 

We  raccoons  believe  in  sharing  the 
planet,  sharing  life,  with  you,  even  though, 
mind  you,  you  aren’t  the  easiest  species  to 
gel  along  with.  Just  don’t  push  us  loo  far. 
This  is  a Raccoon  Warning. 

RACCOON  POWER 

(translator:  Viviane  Lemer) 

Editor: 

Robert  Cole’s  summary  of  community 
activists’  priorities  for  the  Mission  District 
in  the  coming  year  (February,  Letters) 
alarms  me.  I don’t  know  whether  the  over- 
whelmingly negative  tone  of  the  5-poini 
agenda  stems  from  his  personal  perception 


ol  the  neighborhood  or  from  the  unidenti- 
fied activists  themselves,  but  the  overall 
effect  is  disheartening. 

The  five  goals  emphasize  the  words 
moratorium,  ban,  close  down,  demolish, 
preserve  from  being  destroyed,  and  severely 
punish.  Together  they  constitute  not  so 
much  a vision  for  the  future  as  a prolonged 
whineabouiihepreseni.  Theimageevoked 
is  of  an  embattled,  aging  community  defen- 
sively struggling  to  hold  on.  That  image  is 
unworthy  of  the  people  who  make  up  the 
vibrant  and  exuberant  neighborhood  that 
Mr.  Cole  himself  calls  the  “heart  of  San 
Francisco”. 

If  we  want  the  Mission  to  continue  to  be 
the  city ’s  heart,  if  we  aspire  to  be  its  cultural 
and  social  soul  as  well,  then  we  need  a plan 
of  action  that  emphasizes  not  just  limits  on 
the  bad  influences  but  enhanced  opportuni- 
ties for  the  good.  An  agenda  that  calls  for 
innovation  and  alternatives,  cooperation 
and  creation,  not  punishment  and  destruc- 
tion. 

There  are  real  problems  confronting  us 
as  we  walk  along  the  streets  of  our  neigh- 
borhood and  into  our  homes  (if  we  havt 
homes).  Without  question,  there  are  threat 
ening,  drunk  people  on  the  streets;  there  i: 
inadequate  housing;  too  much  trash;  ux 
much  vandalism;  too  many  drugs.  Th 
question  is  not  whether  but  how  to  deal  wif 
these  things. 

The  call  to  “severely  punish  the  hig 
school  punks  into  drugs  and  vandalism”  i 
a good  example.  Harsh  punishment  iisel 
will  reduce  neither  drugs  nor  vandalism.  I 
we  really  want  to  make  these  activities  les 
appealing  to  bored  teenagers  who  see  fev 
good  employment  opportunities,  then  let’; 
address  their  frustrations  and  their  fears 
Let’s  talk  about  offering  them  real  altema 
lives.  Let’sfigureouihowwcasacommu- 
niiy  can  train  them  and  create  good  jobs  foi 
them,  expand  their  recreational  opportuni- 
ties, support  their  struggling  families  and 
give  them  a reason  to  hope,  a reason  (as 
opposed  to  a threat)  to  stay  away  from 
drugs. 

In  short,  let’s  come  up  with  a commu- 
nity agenda  that  appeals  to  the  best  in  people 
— one  that  allows  us  to  concentrate  on  what 
we  want  to  make  in  the  Mission,  rather  than 
on  what  we  want  to  destroy. 

Angela  Bottum 


These  conditions  may  be  treated  at  little  or  no 
cost  to  you,  according  to  the  terms  of  your 
insurance  policy. 


HEADACHES? 
BACK  PAIN? 

NECK  PAIN? 

LOSS  OF  SLEEP? 
NERVOUS  TENSION? 
HIP  OR  LEG  PAIN? 
COLD  HANDS  OR  FEET? 
STIFFNESS? 
ARTHRITIS/BURSITIS? 

DIZZINESS? 
SHOULDER/ARM  PAIN? 


WHY  LIVE  WITH  PAIN? 


Dr.  Robin  Silverman 


Silverman 
Chiropractic  Clinic 

1242  Market  (8th  & 9th) 

252-0443 

24  Hout  emergency  Ueetment  for 
eccfdent  or  person#/  inlury. 


HUMANITIES  PROGRAM 


W COLLEGE  OF  CALI  F O R N 1 A 
ew  College  of  California  is  dedicated  to  an  education  that  demystifies  learning 
and  empowers  students  through:  a critical  perspective  that  situates  knowledge 
within  social,  political  and  historical  contexts:  an  activist  orl^tatlon  that 
involves  students  direedy  in  stmggles  for  peace  and  justice;  and  a muhlcultiiral  vision 
which  celebrates  and  explores  diverse  communities  of  our  society. 


Innovative 


Education 


An  activist  orientation.  Students  earn 
credit  for  social  activism  through 
internships  in  Bay  Area  political  and 
cultural  groups.  Opportunities  are  available 
in  a range  of  community,  media, 
environmental,  health  and  labor 
organizations. 

> An  intimate  learning  environment. 

Small  seminar  style  classes,  close  faculty- 
student  interaction,  and  individually 
designed  programs  of  study  allow  students 
to  bring  their  voices  into  dialogue  and 
participate  fully  in  learning. 

> A critical,  Interdisciplinary, 
multicultural  approach  to  the 

Humanities.  We  offer  no  ready-made 
solutions.  Instead  we  challenge  students  to 
enact  a constant  inquiry  that's  both 
exploratory  and  interactive.  Our  community 
reflects  multicultural  complexity  and 
alternative  traditions  of  knowl^ge.  We  give 
voice  to  diverse  and  oppositional  cultural 
and  historical  experiences. 

> New  College  accepts  transfer  credits 
from  all  accredited  educational 
institutions  (including  junior  & community 
colleges),  and  students  can  earn  up  to  one 
full  year's  academic  credit  for  life/work 
experience.  New  College  is  accredited  by 
the  Western  Association  of  Schools  and 
Colleges.  Students  are  eligible  for  slate  and 
federal  grants,  loans  & scholarships. 


Humanities  Building,  766  Valencu  Street 
(Humanities  Faculty  offices,  Classrooms, 
6 New  College  Cultural  Center) 


Humanities  Program 
OPEN  HOUSE 

Wed,  March  13th  7 pm 


BACHELOR  OF  ARTS 
EMPHASIS  AREAS 

ANTHROPOLOGY 

ARTS  & SOCIAL  CHANGE* 

ECOLOGY 

INDIAN  JUSTICE  SYSTEMS 
INTEGRATED  HEALTH  STUDIES 
UTIN  AMERICAN  STUDIES 
POUTICS  & SOCIETY 
SPORT  & SOCIETY 
POETICS 
PSYCHOLOGY 
WRITING  & UTERATURE 

• ARTS  & SOCIAL  CHANGE 
includes: 

Jazz  Studies 
Performance 
Video/Film 
Cultural  Organizing 
Graphic  Arts 


For  more  info  CALL  626-0884  or  »eod  tn  coupon. 


r— 1 

j SCHOOL  OFHUMANITIES  I 

I NEW  COLLEGE  I 

I OFCALIFORNIA  ! 

■ 766  Valencia  Street  San  Francisco,  California  94110  ! 

[ Area  of  interest { 

I Name  ! 

I Address 1 

I Day  Phone I 

I Evening  Phone | 

{ City/Sute/Zip  | 

c J 
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REAL  New  York  Pizza 
in  the  Mission 


NEIGHBORHOOD 


ILLEGAL 
PAY  PHONES 


Arinell  Pizza 

509  Valencia  (at  16th) 

Tlie  Original  New  York  Style  Pizza 
Quality  and  Value 

• 

Why  pay  $15  to  have  an  imitation  delivered? 

PICK  UP  Our  Large  1 Item 
Family  Size  Pizza  for  $10.00 

Other  All-Day,  Every  Day  Specials: 

•Medium  Pizza  with  1 Topping $7.50 

•Regular  Slice  with  Pepporoni  or  Olives 
and  Small  Soda $1.75 

•Regular  Slice  with  Double  Pepperoni...$1.75 
Toppings: 

Pepperoni*Mushrooms*Sausage*01ives* 
Anchovies*Onions*Bell  Peppers'Fresh  Garlic 

No  coupon  required^All  prices  include  sales  tax 

Call  Ahead:  255-1303 


TRY  OUR 

WHOLE  WHEAT  TORTILLAS, 
|R0WN  rice  and  black  BEANj^ 


699  Valencia  St.  (@  18th) 
552-4429 


Open  10  - 10  Daily 


Illegal  pay  phones  are  popping  up  at  a 
surprising  rate  along  main  corridors  of 
the  Mission  District.  Merchants  and  resi- 
dents have  complained  that  the  seemingly 
excessive  number  of  new  pay  phones  is 
likely  to  create  a nuisance  rather  than  pro- 
vide for  a necessity.  Moreover,  the  illegal 
phones  may  mean  fines  for  vendors,  opera- 
tors and  merchants. 

In  order  to  install  a phone  on  a public 
sidewalk,  a vendor  or  operator  has  to  get 
permission  from  the  merchant  whose  store 
will  provide  the  electricity  for  the  phone.  In 
exchange,  the  vendor  may  give  the  mer- 
chant a commission.  Vendors  also  are 
likely  to  have  the  merchant  sign  a contract 
to  keep  the  phone  in  place  for  a period  of 
time. 

But,  there  is  a hitch.  To  install  a phone 
which  encroaches  on  or  over  the  sidewalk, 
two  permits  are  needed  — an  electrical 
permit  to  accommodate  the  merchant’s 
electricity  for  use  of  a public  phone  and  a 
permit  from  the  Department  of  Public  Works 
- Street  Use  Management  Division.  If  the 
permits  aren’t  in  place,  then  the  phone 
should  not  be  installed. 

Under  old  regulations,  approximately 
600  phone  installations  received  proper 
permits.  However,  according  to  Denise 
Brady,  Permit  Section  Manager  for  DPW, 
“no  permits  for  phones  have  been  issued  in 
nearly  two  years,  with  the  exception  of 
those  in  MUNI  bus  shelters.” 

An  un-permitted  phone  may  result  in 
finesforallpartiesconcemed.  Bradysiaied 
that  merchants,  vendors  and  operators  can 
be  penalized  for  installing  and/or  operating 
pay  phones  without  proper  permits.  In 
addition,  the  merchant  will  have  to  pay  for 
permit  processing  (if  DPW  deems  that  the 
phone  location  is  appropriate)  plus  pay  the 
City  a monthly  commission.  Despite  high 
fines,  the  public  phone  business  is  boom- 
ing. DPW  estimates  that  there  are  many  un- 
permitted  public  pay  phones  operating 
throughout  the  City. 

(Until  the  FCC  cracked  down  last  fall, 
many  privately  owned  public  phones  were 
also  guilty  of  rate  gouging.  In  one  instance, 
a pay  phone  near  21st  and  Folsom  operated 
by  notorious  local  slumlord  Bob  Imhoff 
charged  85  cents  for  a call  to  a location 
eight  blocks  away.  Gouging  has  dropped 
off  sharply  since  the  FCC  initiative.) 

Along  the  24lh  Street  corridor,  mem- 
bers of  the  24ih  Street  Revitalization 
Committee  noticed  the  installation  of  sev- 
eral un-permitted  phones  in  an  area  already 
oversaturated.  There  are  about  a dozen 

public  phones  located  along  a two  block 
stretch  of  24  th  Street  between  Harrison  and 
Folsom  Streets  (not  including  those  inside 
stores  and  entrance  ways).  About  half  of 
these  phones  are  owned  by  four  different 
private  vendors  and  are  un-  permitted. 

The  residents’  and  merchants’  main 
complaint  about  public  phones  is  that  they 
can  receive  incoming  calls  which  facilitate 
them  being  used  for  illicit  activities.  “It 
lakes  a concerted  and  consistent  effort,” 
says  Lisa  Hamburger  of  Mission  Housing 
DevelopmentCorporaiion  who  works  with 
various  groups  throughout  the  Mission  on 
this  issue,  “to  get  the  various  phone  owners 
to  shutoffthe  incoming  call  service.”  public 
phones  also  tend  to  attract  graffiti  and  serve 
as  a gathering  point  for  neighborhood 
youths. 

DPW  has  temporarily  stopped  issuing 
permits  for  the  installation  of  pay  phones 
on  sidewalks,  pending  new  legislation.  If 
you  see  a telephone  being  installed,  it’s 
probably  without  proper  permits.  Any  citi- 
zen who  notices  the  installation  of  an  illegal 


pay  phone  is  urged  to  contact  Alex  Peder- 
son of  DPW  (554-58 15)  immediately.  New 
phones  can  be  installed  in  as  little  as  two 
days,  90  it  is  essential  to  stop  the  process 
“on  the  spot”. 


CURAS 

CURAS  (Comunidad  Unida  en  Re- 
spuesta  al  SIDA/Community  United 
in  Response  to  AIDS)  was  founded  in  June 
1987  to  address  the  HIV  needs  of  gay/ 
lesbian  Latinos  in  San  Francisco.  The 
CURAS  staff  has  a strong  commitment  to 
ensuring  that  HIV  services  get  to  Latinos 
who  need  them. 

Their  Hrst  contract  is  to  conduct  HIV 
prevention  for  Latino  men  who  have  sex 
with  men.  This  is  done  through  street 
outreach,  group/individual  counseling  and 
educational  trainings  for  those  who  would 
like  to  help  Latinos  with  HIV. 

CURAS  also  produces  the  Prisma 
Awards  — an  annual  celebration  of  the 
gay/lesbian  Latino  leadership.  This  year’s 
gala  production  will  serve  as  the  first  year 
with  staff  assistance,  and  promises  to  help 
raise  money  to  create  other  programs  at 
CURAS.  This  year’s  Prisma  Awards  will 
be  held  on  March  30, 1991.  PleasecaI1255- 
2731  for  more  information  about  CURAS 
and  the  Prisma  Awards. 


JULIAN  ST. 
ORGANIZES 

In  response  to  increasing  crime  activity 
along  Julian  Street,  between  14ih  and 
16ih  Streets,  additional  police  foot  patrols, 
police  beats  and  area  lighting  are  being 
proposed  to  meet  resident  demands  for  a 
safer  neighborhood. 

The  Julian  Street  area  has  seen,  in  recent 
months,  a dramatic  increase  in  drug  traf- 
ficking, prostitution,  loitering,  thefts,  bur- 
glaries and  assaults  following  two  years  of 
police  action  on  the  crime-ridden  Valencia 
Gardens housingproject and  the  16thSireet 
BART  Plaza. 

Fearful  and  frustrated  residents,  along 
with  representatives  from  Project  SAFE, 
met  on  February  13  with  Mission  Police 
Station  Captain  John  Newlin  and  officer  U. 
B . Morhman  at  Sl  John’  sEpiscopal  Church. 

Capt.  Newlin  told  the  15  residents  in 
attendance  that  he  has  also  instructed  his 
officers  to  investigate  complaints  about 
liquor  stores  that  sell  to  minors  and  already 
intoxicated  persons. 

by  M.  P.  R.  Howard 


MILITARY 
HARD  SELL  TO 
TEENS 

It  was  only  a few  days  before  the  war  in 
the  Gulf  broke  out  when  I discovered  an 
Examiner  article  headlined  “OAKLAND 
TO  STOP  SELLING  LISTS  OF  STU- 
DENTS’ NAMES  TO  MILITARY"  (Jan. 
24,1991).  The  article  claimed  that  it  was 
Oakland  Unified  School  District  policy  to 

release  names  to  military  recruiters.  Being 

a local  high  school  teacher  1 wondered 
aloud  if  San  Francisco  Unified  School 
District  had  a similar  policy. 

During  homeroom,  I had  one  of  the 
students  read  announcements,  and  then  this 
arti^’le.  Word  got  around  quickly  and, 
throughout  the  day,  students  — ail  of  them 
African  and  Latin  American  — began  vol- 
unteering that  they  had  been  recruited  heav- 
ily, particularly  in  the  last  few  weeks.  I was 
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Stunned  and  the  students  were  too  - particu- 
larly when  the  question  was  asked.  “How 
did  they  get  our  names  in  the  first  place?” 

How  is  this  possible?  “The  lists  of 
students'  names  are  public  domain,”  said 
one  school  official  who  had  turned  stu- 
dents’ names  over  to  military  recruiters. 
“Their  names  are  already  ‘public  domain’ 
because  of  the  census  taken  last  year. 
Therefore,  it  is  not  a violation  of  their  right 
to  privacy.” 

Most  of  the  names  arc  already  contained 
in  commercial  data  bases  too  numerous  to 
mention.  In  the  age  of  the  computer  it  goes 
along  with  the  territory.  One  can  always 
observe  an  increase  of  junk  mail  after 
making  a credit  card  purchase,  but  that  does 
nothing  to  address  the  ethics  involved  - 
particularly  when  you  compare  the  incon- 
venience of  receiving  junk  mail  to  that  of 
losing  your  life  in  a desert  in  the  Middle 
East. 

The  largest  target  of  these  hard-sell 
tactics  are  minority  teenagers,  some  as 
young  as  14  and  15  years  of  age,  without 
forty  thousand  dollars  stashed  away  for 
college.  Nobody  knows  this  better  than  a 
hungry  recruiter. 

Now  that  hard  core  recruitment  of  mi- 
nority high  school  students  has  been  ex- 
posed and  prohibited  by  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  one  might  expect 
that  such  recruitment  would  have  been 
curtailed.  Coverage  by  KRON-TV  and 
countless  local  radio  newscasts,  Domin- 
ique DiPrima’s  “Home  Turf’  TV  show  and 
the  Bay  Guardian  and  North  Mission  News 
(2/91)  has  not,  however,  stopped  the  hard- 
sell tactics  by  persistent  armed  services 


recruiters.  "After  all,”  claimed  Marine 
recruiter  Staff  Sergeant  Frank  Jenkins,  “we 
have  the  right  to  recruit.  It’s  ‘free  speech’. 

“Yeah,  wecall  back  howevermany  times 
we  need  to.  We  want  to  talk  to  the  kid.  not 
the  parents.  If  a parent  say.s  they  don’t  want 
us  to  call,  wc  call  back  until  we  get  the  kid. 
Of  course,  wc  don’t  always  know  how  old 
they  arc.  Their  names  arc  on  a card. 
Sometimes  the  kids  wecall  arc  6 years  old.” 

And  despite  the  School  Board  vote, 
preceded  by  some  30  speakers  touching  on 
racism,  class  and  ethics,  the  question  re- 
mains unanswered  as  to  what  the  military 
plans  to  do  about  the  thousands  of  names  of 
San  Francisco  children  on  their  hard  disks. 
Shallconccmedcilizenscall  theCity  Attor- 
ney? Hire  an  AQ.U  lawyer  and  go  to 
court? 

After  all,  if  things  get  too  difficult  for 
the  “volunteer”  army.  President  Bush  will 
have  to  initiate  a draft...  and  Middle  Amer- 
ica, despite  falling  for  every  other  psycho- 
logical ploy  in  Bush’s  media  arsenal,  still 
recognizes  a bad  war  when  they  see  one 
blown  in  by  a draft. 

Despite  a temporary  dip  in  hard  core 
recruitment  since  the  vote,  many  minority 
students  report  that  they  continue  to  be 
harassed  although  both  parents  and  stu- 
dents ask  recruiters  to  stop  calling.  “You 
don’t  need  parental  consent  to  stop  by  our 
office,”  one  student  recalls  being  told  by  a 
recruiter. 

Ironically,  a recent  Supreme  Court 
decision  denies  pregnant  teenagers  the  same 
freedom. 

by  Pat  Fahey 


RABID  HYENA  MENACES  MISSION 


Hank  Hyena  wants  «.  future.  This 
actor,  singer,  puppeteer  (and  occasional 
North  Mission  News  contributor  hcis  been 
enlightening  and  disgusting  audiences  for 
several  years  now  and.  in  his  latest 
outpouring,  poses  the  questions  "You  Be 
The  Judge”,  "Fetus  Messiah”.  “Sweating. 


Going  Nowhere”.  “Moz;m’s  Ear”  and  1 
Kis.scd  Ass  for  an  NEA  Grant".  Declared 
an  official  menace  to  society  by  a major 
San  Francisco  monthly  magazine.  Hank 
howls  at  Footworks  Studio  studio  this 
month  (see  Calendar  for  details). 


Organic 

Apple 

$3.79  a Gallon 
while  supplies  last 


NEW!  Tart  Cheny  $1.79 
Cranberry  Lemonade  $1.79 
Organic  Recharge  $1.49 

Quarts 


Apricot  Nectar 
>2. 15  a Quart 
Lemonade 

$1.75 


Mac  & Cheese 

$1.15 

Fantastic  Foods 


Spectrum  Naturals 


Eggless 
Mayonaise 
$1.98  16oz 


Hibiscus  Cranberry  $1.79 
Strawberry  Guava  $1.79 


Soken  Ramen 

.99 


RAINBOW  GROCERY  inc. 

A WORKER'S  COLLECTIVE 

1899  Mission  Street  (at  15th)  San  Francisco,  CA 


O 


of=1  S 


dD 


§ 


Hand-building 
and  wheel- 
throwing classes 

Low-fire,  raku, 
and  high-fire 
reduction 

Fees  include  a 
two-  hour  weekly 

class,  all  materials,  and  additional  stu- 
dio time 

For  more  information,  call  431-6296 

The  next  series  of  classes 
will  begin  March  4,  1991. 


DR.  CHESTER  QUAN  O.D 


*89 


Contact  Lenses 

Daily  Wear 

Bausch  and  Lomb  Sofspin 
Extended  Wear 
Bausch  and  Lomb  04 


*89 


Glasses 

^ Single  Vision 
2 pairs 


*189 


Tinted  Opaque 
Change  your  brown  eyes.,. 
Wesley  Jessen 


J -|  Bifocals  - FT25 

J.  2 pairs 


241-0240 


* Includes  Fittmg/FoUw-up  vuit/  Nesraghiedness  <6.00D 

• • Includes:  Qioice  of  fnme  firom  our  spenil  coUecuon  wiih  <6  00  D presenpuon  lenses  No 
CTin  chirge  for  pUstic  and  overSLZe 

Dr.  Chester  Quan,  O.O..  3199  16ih  Stieei,  San  Francisco 
(Fees  not  valid  only  sviOt  coupon  at  tune  of  order) 


% PAT,  JIMMY  LLOYD  & LYLE  § 

t 

INVITE  YOU  TO 

CELEBRATE 
ST.  PATRICK’S  DAY 

AT  THE  DOVRE  CLUB 
3541  - 18th  St. 

SAT  & SUNDAY 
MARCH  16th  & 17th  Noon  - ? 

CORNED  BEEF  AND  CABBAGE 

IRISH  MUSIC  IRISH  DANCERS 

iEVERYBODY  WELCOME 


North  Mission  News  - March  1991  - Page  12 


DISTRICT  PLANNER  SETS  GOALS 


Anew  progr^  to  integrate  the  diverse 
industrial,  residential  and  commercial 
interests  of  the  Mission,  devised  by  the  De- 
parimenl  of  City  Planning,  places  Angelica 
Chiong  in  its  lead  position  as  Mission  Dis- 
uict  Planner.  The  approach  is  a new  one, 
said  Chiong,  “the  first  time  in  department 
history  that  there’s  been  an  effort  at  com- 
bining area  planning.” 

Past  efforts  in  city  planing  were  divided 
by  land  use  area;  one  planner  supervising 
neighborhood  needs,  another  developing 
objectives  for  industrial  development  None 
of  these  approaches  succeeded  in  linking 
. greater  questions  to  city  planning  needs . 
Why  did  big  industrial  plants  shut  down, 
and  how  did  that  relate  to  the  lack  of  afford- 
able housing.  Why  did  pawnshops  move 
from  Sixth  Street  to  the  Mission? 

“In  the  past,  the  biggest  difference  was 
that  we  dealt  with  individual  projects,”  said 
Chiong.  “We  will  now  be  doing  planning 
for  the  entire  area.  What  I’ll  be  doing  is 
looking  at  what’s  existing  and  proposed, 
and  seeing  how  the  land  can  be  used  in  the 
most  balanced  way.” 

The  new  approach  is  the  brainchild  of 
City  Planning  Commissioner  J im  Morales, 
who  “emphasized  that  the  Mission  needed 
attention  in  terms  of  planning  and  land 
use,”  according  to  Chiong. 

Chiong,  who  grew  up  on  25lh  Street  and 
retained  a special  interest  in  the  Mission, 
applied  for  the  Mission  District  Planner’s 
position  after  working  the  last  ten  years 
“supervising  neighborhood  activities”  for 
the  department. 

She  said  her  first  priority  in  integrative 
planning  is  to  look  at  the  northeast  section 
of  the  Mission:  the  troubled  industrial  area 
where  major  employers  — Kilpatrick’s 
Bakery,  Koret,  Best  Foods  — have  closed 
their  plants,  leaving  a ghost  town  of  aban- 
doned warehouses  and  processing  plants 
and  thousands  out  of  work. 

“The  economy  is  making  industry 
leave,”  said  Chiong.  “If  land  is  too  expen- 
sive to  allow  industrial  businesses  to  stay  in 


San  Francisco,  then  we  ask  what  sort  of 
mixed  uses  can  we  zone  for  this  area? 
Many  are  talking  about  the  need  for  more 
affordable  housing.” 

In  this  case,  said  Chiong.  “the  first  pri- 
ority is  to  designate  what  sites  can  be  avail- 
able for  affordable  housing,  and  maintain  a 
balance  so  wc  don't  pashaway  the  remaining 
industry  we  have.” 

She  cited  the  inherent  complexity  of 


mixing  housing  with  industrial  areas.  “We 
wouldn’t  want  some  kinds  of  leather  proc- 
essing, for  example,  because  of  certain 
toxics  that  would  not  be  appropriate  near  a 
residential  area.”  How  to  integrate  indus- 
trial and  residential  land  uses  is  a matter 
that  has  not  been  fully  studied  yet,  she  said. 
Chiong  speculated  that  warehouses,  light 
industry  and,  possibly,  printing  plants  were 
land  uses  that  could  co-exist  with  housing 


without  endangering  the  residents  to  re- 
peated toxics  exposure. 

Chiong  said  the  nonprofit  Mission 
Housing  Development  Corporation  has 
contacted  her  office  “to  make  sure  enough 
land  is  designated  for  affordable  housing.” 

And  other  neighborhood  and  business 
community  activists  haven’t  hesitated  to 
contact  her  office  to  express  concerns. 

The  proliferation  of  unpopular  pawn- 
shops inspired  Hilda  Bernstein  of  the  Lib- 
erty Hill  Association  to  suggest  that  City 
planners  designate  a “conditional  use  code” 
to  pawnshops  and  other  establishments 
blamed  for  a falling  quality  of  life  in  the 
Mission. 

Chiong  said  the  matter  was  being  stud- 
ied... the  Board  of  Supervisors  has  mean- 
while placed  a moratorium  on  new  pawn- 
shops (see  “Neighborhood  Beal”)  giving 
her  five  years  to  do  so. 

Liquor  stores  arc  another  target  of  com- 
munity groups,  and  Chiong  said  that  both 
Bernstein  and  Mary  Harden  of  South 
Mission  Association  requested  a change 
in  the  planning  code  to  pul  liquor  stores 
within  the  same  conditional  use  code  as 
bars  and  other  liquor  establishments.  Cur- 
rently, only  the  Department  of  Alcoholic 
Beverage  Control  has  power  to  issue  liquor 
licenses.  “The  code  has  to  be  amended  for 
liquor  stores.”  Chiong  said  it  would  require 
hearings  with  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to 
allow  planners  to  screen  out  more  liquor 
stores  in  the  Mission. 

Although  planners  can  create  conditions 
for  industrial,  residential  and  commercial 
areas  to  meet  community  needs,  Chiong 
said  the  planners’  office  did  not  extend  to 
retaining  businesses,  and  she  did  not  yet 
know  how  to  encourage  businesses  to 
remain  in  the  area.  “It  would  have  to  come 
down  to  taxes,”  she  said,  referring  to  plant 
closures.  “To  retain  businesses  is  much 
harder.” 


bv  Tara  Kramer 
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OLDER-OUT  OF  PRINT-SCHOLARLY 

VALENCIA  BOOKS 
USED  & RARE 

524  Valencia  SF  CA  94110 
One  Block  From  16th  St.  BART 

Bought  & Sold 
(415)  863-6269 

Open  Every  Day  ‘Tu-l’  10  P.M. 


r 

Feoturing  the  lorgest  selection  ot 
Morxist-Lenmist  literature 
in  Northern  California 

n 

518  Valencio  Street 
Son  Francisco,  Coliformo 
415-626-2924 

TheBOOK 

CENTER 

Mon  -Sot  10  AM-6  PM 

Gift  Certificotes 
We  Special  Order  Books 
Libros  en  Espoiiol 

1 We  specialize  in  a wide  variety  of  books  and  periodicals  on  1 

1 domestic  politicol  issues  and  movements  for  liberation  and  1 

1 ^ democracy  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America.  ^ 1 

r r 


V 
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EASTER  SALE 

THURSDAY 
MARCH  21 

30%  OFF 

EVERYTHING 


FURNITURE  NOT  INCLUDED 

Since  1973  — the  “BIG  ONE”  in  the  NORTH  MISSION 
in  the  landmark  Redlick  Building 

2101  Mission  Street 
comer  of  17th  Street 

861  -1 1 32 


OPEN: 

9AM  to  8 PM  — Mon.  • Fri. 
9AM  to  6PM  — Sat. 

11AM  to  6PM  — Sun. 


Second 

• Two  truckloads  of  fresh  merchandise  daily 

• 2000  fresh  items  stocked  daily 

• 1000  feet  of  great  clothing  starting  at  9.5^ 

• Baby  clothes  starling  at 

• Furniture,  toys,  TV’s,  electrical  items, 

kitchenware,  collectibles,  shoes,  dishes, 
bedding  and  more 

• Jewelry,  accessories,  books 

• 100  different  pair  of  shoes  added  daily 

• Dressing  rooms  provided 

• Bright,  clean,  organized  store 

• Like  a garage  sale  every  day  of  the  week! 


500(1  square  feet  of  liirniture 
up  in  our  ine//.imiiie 
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Friday,  March  1 — Sunday,  March  10 

BRITISH  ANIMATION  INVASION 

London  is  o hoi  bed  of  onimotion  (reoliviiy,  lesponsible  for  much  of  the  exciling  ond  ortgmul 
work  in  the  current  boom  in  onimoled  entertainment.  THE  BRITISH  ANIMATION 
INVASION  is  a doaling  overview  of  this  ground-breaking  work  Highlights  include  'HighI 
Visitors',  voted  one  of  the  best  films  of  the  year  at  the  recent  British  Ammotion  Awards  ond 
Chorlie  Wotson's  seoring  commentary  on  the  U S involvement  in  Niciiinguo,  Bluefields  Express" 
which  wos  voted  best  first  film;  Aordmon  Animations'  award  winning  lyp-Synch  senes  leoturing 
"Ident”,  'Going  Equipped"  ond  the  much  heralded  'Next"  which  won  first  Prue  at  the  Hiroshima 
Animation  Eeslivol,  "Body  Beoutiful'  by  Joonno  Quinn,  "Jollity  Form  . o rollicking  onii  nuke 
bollod  in  which  all  the  onimols  hove  o little  something  extro.  courtesy  ot  'he  nearby  nuclear 
reactor;  Bill  Uuther  s incredible  story  of  evolution,  'Them':  Adorn  ond  Eve  os  nude  sponges  on  o 
shopping  spree  in  Andrew  Slovely's  "Strongers  In  Pondise ",  three  hi!or-ous  new  films  by  Condy 
Guord,  "Moonoiogue".  'Wishful  Thinking'  ond  "Whoi  About  Me" . Oovtd  Anderson  s mesmer-iing 
"Door",  Pool  Vesicr's  "Picnic"  which  won  first  prize  ol  the  Los  Angeles  Internotionol  Ammolion 
Celebration  and  many  morel  In  color.  Total  running  time  90  mins  1990/91  Greol  Bntoin 
Nightly  at  7:00  & 9;1  S Mots  Sot,  Sun  & Wed  at  Noon,  2'30  & 4 4S 

WEST  COAST  PRimiCRC 


Friday,  March  1 5 — Thursday,  March  21 

ROBOT  CARNIVAL 

A futuristic  "Fantasio"!  Japan's  onswer  to  'Heovy  Metol"'  These  were  some  of  the  reactions  to 
Robot  Cornivol.  on  onthology  feoture  comprised  of  nine  doziling  animated  segments  Nine  of 
Jopan's  leoding  onimotion  artists  were  invited  to  eoch  create  o segment  for  the  film 
'Fronkenslein's  Gears"  (Koji  Morimolo)  shows  the  finol,  despoiring  efforts  of  on  elderly  mod 
scientist  to  bring  his  robot  erection  to  life;  "Deprive"  (Kideloshi  Ohmori)  is  a fosl-poced  rock 
bottle  between  o humonized  robot  ond  o hondsome  but  cruel  punk  olien  invader;  ‘Presence' 
(Yasuomi  Umetsu}  is  o trogic  romance  in  o future  bock-to-noture  society  in  which  robots  are 
illegol;  "Storlight  Angel"  (Kiroyuki  Kitozume)  tokes  ploce  in  an  amusement  pork  of  the  future  A 
leenoger  has  a romantic  disoppointment  and  finds  one  of  the  robot  attendants  more  sympolhetic 
than  her  boyfriend;  "Clouds”  (Moo  Lomdo)  is  o dreomy  mood  piece  about  o robot  child  v^o 
marvels  ot  the  wonders  of  nature;  ‘A  Stronge  Tale  from  the  Menji  Period:  A Story  of  the  Red 
Hoired  Barbarion's  Attock"  (Hiroyuki  Kitakubo)  is  o hilarious  parody  of  Joponese  World  Wor  II 
propaganda  cartoons,  'The  Chicken  Mon  ond  the  Crimson  Heod"  (Tokoshi  Nokomuro) 
personifies  feors  that  modern  society  has  become  overly  mechonized  ond  soulless  In  color. 
3Smm.  90  mins.  1991  Jopon. 

Nightly  ot  6:00, 6:00  & I0;00;  Additional  Sol  & Sun  mats  at  2 00  & 4:00 

WEST  COAST  PREmiERE 


Friday,  March  22  — Thursday,  March  28 

MARIA'S  STORY 

MARIA'S  STORY  is  an  intimote  documentary  portrait  of  o thirty-nine  yeor  old  womon 
presented  in  the  context  of  Centro!  Americon  poverty  ond  the  civil  wor  which  hos  shaped  her  life, 
it  IS  flboul  one  women's  decision  to  join  the  rebel  forces  of  her  country,  o story  told  through  her 
eyes  ond  with  her  voice,  weaving  o dromoticolly  vivid  tapestry  of  a life  as  o leoder  in  the 
guerrilla  movement  Through  the  course  of  the  film,  Mario's  daily  existence  is  depicted  in  woys 
tbot  are  ot  once  horrific  and  revelatory  os  she  reflects  on  her  decision  to  fight  for  change  in  her 
country  while  wrestling  with  the  need  to  offer  her  personol  story  to  oudiences  who  might  not 
otherwise  hove  the  opportunity  to  understond  her  life  os  o Salvadoran  wife,  mother  and 
guerrillo  leader,  "An  exomple  of  the  documentory  ol  its  most  illuminofing  ond  succinct."  - Kevin 
Thomas,  LA.  Times.  A hit  of  the  Mill  Volley,  Son  Antonio  and  Sundance  Rim  Fesfivols.  Produced 
by  Pomelo  Cohen  ond  Catherine  Ryon.  Directed  by  Monono  Woli  ond  Pomelo  Cohen.  In  color. 
)6mm.  53  mins.  In  Sponisfi  with  English  voice-over  ond  subtitles.  1990. 

Wfsr  COAST  THEATRICAL  PREMIERE 


WORLD  THEATRICAL  PREMIERE 


Friday,  March  29  — Thursday,  April  4 

TWO  FILMS  ABOUT  ANDY  KAUfMAN! 

I'M  FROM  HOLLYWOOD 
MY  BREAKFAST  WITH  BLASSIE 


3117  Mth  (at  Valencia) 


Six  yeors  after  hK  death  from  cancer  ot  oge  36,  comedion  Andy  Kaufmon  is  still  regarded  as  a 
mystery  performer,  one  who  constantly  defied  onalysts  Often  he  would  corry  his  routines  into 
the  abstract  abyss  of  "sick"  humor,  causing  his  oudience  to  feel  uneosy  because  there  was  no 
woy  to  know  if  he  wos  serious  or  kidding.  As  o result  his  coreer  wos  enmeshed  in  controversy. 
Before  he  died  in  1 964,  he  starred  in  a takeoff  of  'My  Dinner  with  Andre”  titled  MY 
BREAKFAST  WITH  BLASSIE  in  which  he  sot  in  o Sombo's  reslouront  in  Los  Angeles  ond 
dotted  with  wrestling  chompion  Fred  Blossie.  The  second  film,  I'M  FROM  HOLLYWOOD  is  o 
pseudodocumentory,  detailing  Koufmon's  obsession  with  wrestling  and  the  ring  shenanigans  he 
pulled  before  the  public.  Appearing  in  the  film  are  Merilu  Henner  and  other 
personoiitfes  in  the  comedy  and  wrestling  worlds.  Seen  together,  these  films  offer  an  incisive 
view  of  perhaps  the  most  genuinely  ‘cult*  comedian  since  Lenny  Bruce. 

Ptesenled  on  1 6mm  ond  3/4*  video.  Two  houn.  1991. 

Complele  shows  nightly  ot  7:00  & 9:30.  Add’itionol  Sol  A Sun  mots  ot  2:00  & 4 30 
SnOAL  SNUK  SataNlNG  MeeJay,  Hard  ti  at  LHfOpM. 
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Let’s  give  a warm  welcome  back  to  C’SF  pilgrims  who  have  recently 
returned  from  the  pre-Lenten  Camavals  In  New  Orleans.  Trinidad,  and 
Brazil.  Most  notably  would  be  MECA’s  Roberto  Hernandez  and 
Marcus  Gorden  who  saw  how  New  Orleans  generates  $350  million  plus 
as  a result  of  their  150  year  traditional  celebration  of  life...  Cam  aval  Is  a 
growth  industry  as  more  and  more  communities  discover  that  the 
Camaval  spirit  not  only  offers  a positive  channel  for  creative  energies 
but  pays  economic  dividends  as  well.  C’SF  Is  still  a child  at  12  years  old 
but  ABC-TV(Chan.7/KGO)  seems  to  be  a believer  as  they  hope  to 
be  broadcasting  our  Grand  Parade  in  several  more  markets  this 

May  26.  1991 

With  three  months  to  go  till  the  big  event  many  Camaval  groups  are 
Just  now  getting  going  but  the  spectacular  Brazilian  contingents  are 
well  under  way.  From  three  in  ’89  to  five  in’90  to  what  looks  like  at  least 
seven  this  year.  At  Third  Wave  Dance  (24th  & Mission)  Sunday 
afternoons  you  will  find  incredible  energy  as  Orixa  Ba  Ba  rehearses  with 
their  90  plus  dancers.  Dominique  says  the  four  Bahian  Oba  Oba  stars 
working  with  them  are  ”so  cool”  or  in  the  words  of  Joan  Brion  "it’s  like 
right  from  the  source."  ...Elvira  Cola  and  her  Berkeley  based 
contingent.  Mexe  Mexe  will  be  doing  a Bloco  as  opposed  to  an  Escola 
for  C‘91  which  is  more  "free-form,  open,  creative,  free-thinking  and  fun" 
and  less  traditional.  Hence  their  theme.A/o(ia  Do  Camaval  Her 
contingent  includes  percussion  instructor  Jeorge  Carloca.  singer  Ivson 
Lins  and  the  ubiquitous  Chico.  As  a KPFA  DJ.  Elvira  wants  your 
specially  composed  C’90  & C’91  music.  Contact  her  at  525-2574. 

❖ 0- 

Camaval  Performer’s  Association  (CPA)  has  arrived  holding  a very 
productive  meeting  with  parade  producer  MECA  at  Studio  Brasil 
recently.  Presenting  the  case  for  the  CPA  were  Chalo  Edwardo,  Dennis 
Broughton,  and  Roger  Poirier.  MECA  was  very  receptive  although 
parade  co-founder  and  MECA/CARNAVAL  artistic  director.  Marcus 
Gorden.  believed  his  long-standing  C’  Advisor’s  Croup  could  handle  any 
concerns.  One  change  agreed  upon  was  to  liven  up  the  festival  site  by 
giving  the  contingents  the  block  between  17th  & 16th  on  Harrison  to 
display  floats  and  hang  out  at.  Other  Issues  discussed  included 
reserved  bathrooms,  costume  change  facilities,  security,  liability 
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50  Brady  St.  • S.F.  • 94103 

COMEOUTANDJOIN 
CARNAVAL 1991!! 


Saturday  Workshops  begin 
February  2nd 

every  Saturday  from  1 :30  - 4:30  p.m. 

Or  attend  weekly  classes  Monday 
thru  Thursday  evenings. 

Beginners  are  Welcome !! 


Camaval  Parade  is  Sunday  May  26th 


REGISTRATION  IS  REQUIRED 


All  workshops  and  classes  take  place  at 
Studio  Brasil  • 5.0  Brady  St,  S.F. 

For  more  info  call:  (415)  863-8291 


insurance,  greater  Impact  on  making  or  un-making  decisions,  and  of 
course  judging.  MECA  President  Roberto  suggested  canceling  the 
judges  and  sentiment  seemed  to  agree  that  competition  may  not  be  a 
good  thing  for  C’SF  but  the  final  decision  was  put  over  to  the  next 
meeting.  To  register  your  opinion  call  MECA  at  826-1401  or  CPA  at 
82 1-4069... At  last  count  their  were  twelve  new  groups  for  C’9l.  If  this 
continues  there  will  have  to  be  winners  and  losers  (e.g.  children’s 
parade,  audition  for  TV  parade)  so  having  a decision  making  process  in 
which  participants  feel  they  got  a fair  shake  becomes  more 
important— welcome  CPA  to  our  mission  to  make  C’SF  grow  & glow. 


While  the  New  Orleans  Carnival  system  has  been  adopted  in  over  30 
cities  in  the  Southwest  and  Brazilian  Camaval  has  the  most 
spectacular  video  and  largest  amount  of  participants  probably  the  most 
Influential  Carnival  must  be  Trinidad  & Tobago’s.  Caribbean  Islands 
just  off  the  coast  of  Venezuela.  Here  at  the  capital,  Port-of-Spaln,  they 
have  Invented  the  sweet  steelpan,  calypso  & soca  music  and  the 
greatest  individual  costumes  the  world  has  ever  produced.  Their  simple 
system  allows  anyone  who  wishes  to  buy  a costume  at  a mas  camp  and 
jump  up  with  a group  parading  around  a huge  sound  truck(s) 
performing  great  songs  known  as  road  marches  There  are  many 
competitions  and  all  the  natives  get  caught  up  in  the  spirit  of  things  or 
they  leave  town...  C’SF  has  three  Trinidadian  styled  groups  including 
C’90’s  grand  prize  winner  Mas  Makers  However,  they  are  all  East 
Bay/South  Bay  based.  Mas  Makers  C’91  theme  is  year  will  be  African 
Reflections  (try  Suzanne  832-8110)  or  pride  of  Richmond’s  Masqued 
Revellers  (Bea  Watson  234-8013). ..Nearby  check  out  the  20’x  15’  Eric 
the  Viking  king  costume  Mas  Maker’s  Trinldadean  master  costume 
designer  Barney  Blaize  performed  with  at  Port  of  Spain  recently. 
Oakland/Port  of  Spain  Sister  City  campaign  is  now  underway.  If  you 
are  a close  personal  friend  of  Mayor  Elihu  Harris  then  please  contact 
T&T  Assoc.  President  Henry  Lincolnat  222-7475. ..For  a T&T  C’91 
video  call  Chris  at  641-4924  ($l/day). 

You  may  be  the  King  or  Queen  of  Camaval.  before  whom  all  of  us 
must  defer  as  royal  subjects  of  the  mystic  realm  of  make-believe 
will  be  chosen  on  Sunday,  March  31,  5pm  at  the  Van  Ness  Holiday 
Inn-Club  Interlude.  A distinguised  panel  of  believers  will  choose 
the  monarchs  who  shall  reign  supreme  atop  their  own  parade  float 
on  Camaval  Day  based  upon  presence,  spirit,  and  costume.  A 
dream  come  true.  (Info-MECA  826-1401) 


CURAS 

presents  its 

New  4th  Annual 

Latino  Lesbian/Gay  community 

Prisma  Awards 

with  Gala  Diva  Performances 

March  30,  1991,  8 p.m. 

At  the  Victoria  Theatre 
2961-16thSt. 

San  Francisco. 
Reception  to  follow  at 
La  India  Bonita 

Admission:  $10  advance/$12  door 


Call  255-2731  for  more  info. 
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WORLD’S  SMALLEST  RADIO  STATON 


When  you  siep  into  Radio  Valencia 
Cafe,  you  won’t  have  any  trouble 
spotting  its  owners.  Don  and  Lanec  Alan 
will  be  busy  bussing  tables,  foaming  milk 
for  cappuccinos,  drawing  mugs  of  dark, 
imported  beer  for  customers  chatting  at  the 
bar. 

Many  Mission  locals  tend  to  think  of  the 
comer  of  Valencia  and  23rd  Streets  as  being 
the  location  of  the  old  Artemis  Cafe,  a 
popular  hang-out  for  a primarily  female 
clientele  for  13  years.  Clearly  the  sudden 
change  on  the  comer  has  taken  locals  by 
surprise  and  while  1 sal  waiting  to  speak  to 
Don  and  his  wife  many  people  slopped  by 
the  window  or  stood  in  the  doorway  to 
absorb  the  colorful  art  on  the  walls,  inhale 
the  smell  of  fresh  paint  and  make  a mental 
note  of  the  place. 

The  cafe  is  the  Alan’s  first  attempt  at  the 
restaurant  business,  although  Lanee  has 
worked  in  Italian  cafes  in  San  Francisco. 
"There  was  no  marketing  study,”  says  Don, 
who  concedes  he  and  his  wife  tailored  the 
cafe  to  their  own  personal  taste.  "We’d  ask 
ourselves,  where  is  the  ideal  place  to  go 
tonight  that’s  not  around.”  With  Lanee’s 
artistic  talents  and  Don’s  roots  in  radio. 
Mission  dwellers  are  in  store  for  more  than 
lea  and  conversation. 

The  tables  once  belonging  to  Artemis 
have  been  spruced  up  with  a coat  of  fresh 
paint  and  a little  creative  talent  from  stencil 
and  spray  paintartislPeter Friedrich.  Fried- 
rich is  one  of  many  friends  of  the  Alans  that 
have  lent  their  talents  to  the  cafe.  Some  of 
the  artwork  on  the  walls  has  been  given  to 
the  Alans,  while  a collection  is  on  loan. 

Don  points  to  a row  of  masks  above  the 
bar,  payment  for  working  Sundays  at  a 
mask  shop.  Two  larger-than-life  paper 
mache  skeletons  playing  the  guitar  and 
fiddle  are  suspended  from  the  ceiling,  once 
featured  in  the  Latin  Festival  Dia  de  los 


Mucrtos(Dayof  iheDead).  Don  acknowl- 
edges his  wife,  an  illustrator  and  designer, 
for  her  artistic  efforts.  "Lanee  is  the  artist, 
that’s  her  department,”  he  says.  “Music  is 
mine.” 

With  ten  years  in  non-commercial  ra- 
dio. there’s  no  one  more  qualified  to  do  the 
job  than  Don.  When  1 was  working  in  radio, 
I always  had  access  to  new  music,”  he  says. 
“When  I left,  I lost  that.”  Don  hopes  to  draw 
individuals  into  the  cafe  who  are  interested 
in  sampling  different  kinds  of  music,  songs 
that  don  ’ t receive  frequent  rad  io  play . Radio 
Valencia  will  be  creating  their  own  formal, 
featuring:  Blues,  Jazz,  alternative  rock,  Rap, 
international  music  and  “Roots  Rock 
n’RoU”. 

Cuts  from  aCD  entitled  Yala:  Egyptian 
Hit  List,  a collection  of  contemporary 
Egyptian  music  are  among  those  featured 
on  the  playlist  as  well  as  the  selections  by 
the  Ambitious  Lovers,  an  “Avant  Rock” 
band  from  New  York  City. 

Playlists,  located  on  each  table,  list  the 
artist,  cut,  LP  and  label.  When  the  cassette 
changes,  new  corresponding  playlists  are 
distributed  to  each  table.  Don  recommends 
this  method  of  sampling  before  dropping 
$15  to  $20  on  an  imported  new  release.  In 
an  attempt  to  appeal  to  the  diverse  tastes  of 
his  clientele,  he  makes  each  playlist  as 
varied  as  possible.  One  can  find  Aretha 
Franklin’s  latest  cut  “Since  You’ve  Been 
Gone”  listed  on  the  same  card  as  k.  d.  Lang, 
Perez  Prado,  Chuck  Prophet  and  Roseanne 
Cash.  Alan  sells  a limited  collection  of 
CD’s.  Radio  Valencia’s  own  top  40. 

While  sampling  the  cafe’s  music,  you 
will  also  want  to  sample  the  food.  Radio 
Valencia  offers  a simple  menu  of  sand- 
wiches, salads  and  soups,  all  prepared  in 
the  cafe  by  Lanee.  “We  want  to  keep  the 
menu  simple  but  use  the  freshest  ingredi- 
ents we  can,”  says  Don.  The  Alans  hope  to 
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All  Around  Business  Copier.  OLYMPIA 
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• 10  Copies  Per 
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Copying 
Capability 

• Sheet  Bypass 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  BUSINESS  MACHINES  COMPANY 

3248  SIXTEENTH  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 
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capture  the  atmosphere  of  an  Italian  cafe  in 
!’.e  morning  and  a British  pub  in  the  afier- 
riwn  and  evening.  The  cafe  uses  freshly 
ground  gourmet  coffee  in  all  their  coffee 
drinks  as  well  as  imported  beers  on  draft. 

Affordable  rents  in  the  Mission  have 
attracted  new  businesses  to  the  area  with  an 
abundance  of  customers  following  closely 
behind.  The  Chameleon  Club,  the  Crystal 
Pistol.  Cafe  Beano.  Val  2 1 . Da  Do  Ron  Ron 
and  the  Roman  Cowboy  Diner  are  just  a 
few  of  the  Valencia  Street  hotspots. 


“There’s  a lot  of  life  on  this  sU’eet,  says 
Don.  welcoming  first  timers  into  the  cafe. 
"I  like  that  mix.” 

Radio  Valencia  Cafe  is  located  at  1 199 
ValenciaStreet.on  the  comer  of23rdStreei, 
and  is  open  Monday  through  Thursday. 
11:00  to  midnight,  Friday  and  Saturday 
until  2:00  AM.  The  cafe’s  late  night  menu 
is  served  until  closing. 

by  Sarah  Baker 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

Peter  V.  Rengstorff  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros  D.D.S. 
Ramona  L.  Lauron  R.D.H.  Bryan-  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


MAELSTROM 

BOOKS 


New  Books  Daily 
Reasonable  Prices 


572  Valencia  St. 
(between  16th  & 17th  Sts.) 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
863-9933 


OUR  HOURS: 
Noon  - 7 
Seven  days  a week! 


North  Mission  News  - March  1991  - Page  16 


ROCK’N  ROLL  REPTILE 


DO  yourself  and  your  friends  a favor. 

skip  the  cappuccinos  and  the  .biscoUi 
for  an  evening  of  unique  emcrtainmeni. 
Chameleon  style.  Mission  residents  who 
want  an  alternative  to  the  subdued  cafe 
atmosphere  will  want  to  sample  the  shows 
at  the  Chameleon.  The  grinning  lizard 
welcomes  patrons  to  what  used  to  be  the 
Chatterbox,  known  for  its  “metal  and  speed 
metal  hard  rock  and  roll”  format. 

Karen  Carney,  the  new  owner  hopes  her 
new  business  will  continue  to  be  popular 
among  the  old  clientele  as  well  as  appeal  to 
a larger  audience.  “We  don’t  want  to  label 
ourselves.”  saysCamey.  who  isoften  asked 
if  the  bar  has  a gay,  lesbian  or  straight 
orientation.  “We  don’t  want  to  exclude 
anyone,”  she  says.  "We  think  just  about 
anyone  could  come  here  and  feel  comfort- 
able.” 

Let  loose  with  several  cans  of  colored 
pai  nis , Carney  and  her  friends  went  to  town 
on  the  place.  The  Grinch,  a popular 
children’s  book  character  painted  on  the 
walls,  looks  down  at  patrons  with  a sheep- 
ish grin.  Paint  brush  strokes  in  every  con- 
ceivable color  leave  not  a square  inch  of  the 
room  in  its  original  state.  The  finished 
product  resembles  an  attempt  to  convert  a 
kid’s  room  into  a boy’s  club  house.  This 
adultclub  house  features  live  music  Friday, 
Saturday  and  Sunday  evenings  with  "spo- 
radic events”  throughout  the  week.  Per- 
formers booked  at  the  Chameleon  play 
primarily  rock  music  although  the  format 
frequently  varies  to  include  acoustic  guitar 
and  punk  rock  shows.  Carney,  like  many  of 
her  counterparts  in  the  Mission,  supports 


local  talent.  “We  like  to  give  new  bands  a 
chance,”  she  says. 

Although  Carney  has  managed  a num- 
ber of  night  clubs  in  the  city,  including  the 
old  Fire  House  7,  which  is  now  under  new 
management  and  the  Blue  Lamp  on  Geary 
Street,  she  has  never  owned  a business 
before.  Supported  by  a large  contingent  of 


friends,  many  of  whom  workattheCname- 
leon,  Carney,  who  is  jusl27,  appears  confi- 
dent with  her  new  business  owner  status. 

Businesses  on  Valencia  Street  have 
welcomed  Carney  into  the  neighborhood 
and  continue  to  rally  around  each  other 


rather  than  competing  with  one  another. 
The  Chameleon  has  joined  in  the  effort  and 
will  be  working  with  the  Crystal  Pistol, 
another  night  spot  on  Valencia  Street,  to 
sponsor  upcoming  events.  “I  think  it’s 
important  to  work  with  your  neighbors,” 
she  says. 

Carney,  who  lives  in  the  Mission,  is 


pleased  with  the  area’s  commercial  resur- 
gence. “I  think  a really  strong  society  is 
going  to  form  and  is  going  to  make  the 
Mission  a powerful  place.”  She  still  con- 
siders crime  a problem  in  the  neighborhood 
that  could  potentially  hurt  businesses  in  the 


area. 

“Unfortunately  the  drug  scene  is  still 
really  happening  around  here.”  says  Car- 
ney. The  reputation  the  Mission  is  gaining 
as  an  artistic  community,  Carney  believes, 
could  counteract  its  long-  standing  notori- 
ety as  a crime  ridden  neighborhood. 

“Tliere’s  a good  neighborhood  sense, 
people,  really  look  out  for  each  other.” 
Frequently  sponsoring  benefits  for  a vari- 
ety of  neighborhood  groups  is  one  way 
Carney  looks  out  for  her  Mission  neigh- 
bors. Every  Saturday  afternoon,  a benefit  is 
held  for  the  homeless.  Instead  of  paying  a 
cover  charge  at  the  door,  patrons  are  asked 
to  donate  canned  foods  or  blankets.  Mati- 
nee shows  on  Saturday  start  at  5:00  and  run 
until  8:00. 

Sordid  Humor,  Joy  Scouts,  Shit  Howdy, 
-tj  Balls  of  Steel.  Gargoyles  and  Chuck  Prophet 
g at  his  Creatures  of  Habit  arc  among  the  acts 
g booked  for  the  coming  month.  Manyofthe 
-3  bands  showcased  are  more  commonly 
booked  at  large  clubs  but,  according  to 
> Carney,  “the  performers  like  the  smaller 
C space,  the  sound  is  good.”  Sell-out  shows 
? are  not  uncommon  at  the  Chameleon  so  get 
g there  early  to  claim  a bar  stool, 
r:  Music  is  not  all  that  is  featured  at  the 

^ Chameleon.pool  tournaments,  poetry  read- 
O ings  as  well  as  a college  radio  program  will 
^ be  planned  for  the  coming  months.  For 
more  information  about  upcoming  events 
and  scheduling  call  the  Chameleon  at  821  - 
1891. 

The  Chameleon  is  located  at  853  Valen- 
cia Street,  between  19th  and  20lh  Streets, 
by  Sarah  Baker 
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GIFTS  OF  THE  GODDESS 


Sacred  Arts,  Crafts,  and  Supplies 
Books*Candles*Incense 


Sacred  Arts 
Candles 
Incense 
Books 


973  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  941 10 
9415)  647-8406 
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CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 


For  more  information  call  552-0825 
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Computer  sick  ? 

We  make  house  calls. 

We  not  only  build  the  best  clones  in  the  Bay  Area,  but  we  repair 
computers  and  peripherals.  Our  repair  service  is  based  on  getting  you 
up  and  running  as  soon  as  possible,  often  in  less  than  24  hours. 

Mention  this  ad  and  receive  a 10%  discount  on  parts  and  labor. 

Experts  in  assisting  non  -profits  and  small  businesses  - Full  on- 
site installation  and  training  - Complete  system  and  network 
solutions  - Classes  - Consulting  - Servicing  - Repair 

Noe  Valley  Computers 

evH  ‘Helping  people  to  use  computers" 

85  29ih  Street 

282-3000 


PANCHITA’S  RESTAURANT 

SALVADOREAN  / MEXICAN  FOOD 
SEAFOOD  OUR  SPECIAL  TY 
BREAKFAST -LUNCH -DINNER 

2 locations  in  the  Mission 

3316-  17th  St.  / 3091  - 16th  St.  • OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

(415)  431-8852  C41S)  43U4232  * OpcD  Friday,  Saturday  & Sunday  to  3 am 


307 


cor 


avenue 


North  Mission  News  - March  1991  - Page  17 


SNAKEWALK- 


II  was  graffilied  on  a bathroom  wall  ir 
some  local  Mission  bar  • a quote  that 
read  "What  has  man  proved  by  standing  up 
for  so  long?”  Inside  another  urban  archive 
ofink-smeared  thoughts  and  patulousopin- 
ions,  the  remark  was  earned  away  from  the 
watering  hole  to  be  scribbled  on  my  refrig- 
erator that  same  evening. 

Sure  enough,  as  things  seem  to  work  in 
their  unpredictable  ways,  I found  the  source 
performing  at  Nightbrcak  last  month. 
Snakewalk.  a six-piece  group  of  diverse 
musicians  (past  involvements  include  eve- 
rything from  The  Looters  and  San  Fran- 
cisco Symphony  to  the  Fat  Chance  Belly 
Dance  Ensemble,  individually  speaking), 
reclaimed  the  unforgettable  words  when 
lead  singer/ex-flute  prodigy  Robin  Banks 
used  them  to  lead  into  the  song  "Lower 
Forms  of  Life”.  Drawing  her  listeners  in 
with  heruncontrived-bul-persisient  vocals. 
Banks  began  a scen^io  on  how  “we  take  a 
lesson”  from  the  amoebic  form  s occupying 
Mother  Earth.  Yes,  it  all  made  sense  now. 

Snakewalk  is  not  a rock  band.  It’s  not 
a funk  band,  nor  is  it  a worldbeat  band.  Not 
easily  categorized,  the  band  has  no  prob- 
lems playing  as  a musical  Zeitgeist  that  is 
capable  of  making  anyone  shake  their  butt. 
Tight  and  enthusiastic,  Snakewalk  weaves 
dance,  tribal  rhythms,  street  funk  and  other 
sounds  together  with  compelling  lyrics. 
Who  ever  said  revolution  had  to  be  grim? 

Banks’  striking  voice  should  be  recog- 
nized by  devoted  live  music  patrons  who 
followed  her  first  band,  the  Appliances... 
one  of  the  first  funk-punk  acts  on  this  side 
of  the  coniinenL  (No.  the  Red  Hot  Chili 
Peppers  did  njii  spark  alternative  music’s 
Big  Bass  Boom,  pardon.)  The  Appliances 
eventually  broke  up,  but  Robin  continued 
her  great  ability  to  pluck  and  slap  bass 
chords  alongsideeclectic  guitarist  Joe  Gore 
in  Big  City,  undoubtedly  one  of  the  more 
enigmatic  bands  to  emerge  out  of  the  Bay 
Area’s  80’s  music  scene. 

Gore’s  far-from-diminutive  musical 


backgro  und  (he  already  carried  a I u te  arou  nd 
at  16,  with  studies  in  Renaissance  music 
and  polyrhythmic  guitar  to  follow)  has 
provided  Snakewalk  with  an  efficacious 
personality  on  6-string  guitar.  Perhaps  Big 
City’s  local  popularity  (unfortunately,  a 
recorded  album  was  never  made)  came 
from  Gore  and  Banks’  insight  into  not 
compromising  their  positive,  artistic  inge- 
nuity by  sober,  ostentatious  egos. 

Completely  absorbed  in  their  melodic 
threading,  Snakewalk  is  still  engaged  in 
the  FUN  of  their  music.  With  vocalists/ 
percussionists  Nancy  Hall  and  NaomiTrue, 
bassist  Jimmy  Johnson  and  drummer  Andy 
Lewis,  Gore  and  Banks  have  managed  to 
create  cerebral  intensity  with  taunting  beat. 


Amidst  recording  sessions  and  Banks’ 
preoccupation  with  the  collective  perform- 
ance space.  Klub  Komotion  (the  best  live 
music  space  here  in  the  Mission,  if  you  ask 
me),  Snakewalk  is  best  seen  live,  since  it’s 
emphatically  a live  band. 

Opening  at  Slim’s  a few  months  ago 
(who  they  opened  for  escapes  me),  I re- 
membered the  subtle  effrontery  of  die  female 
vocalists,  the  bells  and  jangles,  the  cool 
drummer  and  the  thick  eyewear  frames  the 
guitanst  sported.  Human  forms  ebbing  and 
flowing  onstage,  the  women  sidled  slowly 
over  to  their  instruments;  the  next  thing  to 
happen  was  pure,  succinct  groove. 

Not  many  can  answer  “What  has  man 
proved  by  standing  up  for  so  long,"  nor  do 


many  want  to  answer;  but  giving  a listen  to 
Snakewalk  at  least  proves  we  can  make  the 
best  of  our  posture. 

*»»***»» 

Snakewalk’s  “Lower  Forms  of  Life” 
appears  (with  other  works  by  Penelope 
Houston,  Don  Bajema,  Peter  Plate,  the 
Looters  and  such)  on  the  Komotion  Inter- 
national compilation  album  available  at 
real  record  stores  or  by  writing  Razicr 
Records.  Box  146639,  SF  94114.  They 
anticipate  club  dales  at  El  Rio  and  the 
Paradise  Lounge  sometime  in  March. 

by  Kristy  O’Rell 


Jeff  Nareii 

RhythniMiStNl 

Caribbean 
Oance  M'Vtic 


Sinigual 

I Saliacional ! 


" voz 

Pop,  Brazilian 
Lambada 


^arga  Gomez 
Dan  Morgan 
Maureen  Brownaey 
Tony  Camln 


?R 

Josh  Korneiulh 


Eskimo 

You  Ar^d  What  Army 
Paul  Siegel 

i>i— 

Helen  Keller 
Plairi 

Papa  Whoc-lie 
j^dy  Bloom  _ 

Field  Trip 
Wig  Torture 
Zero  House 


30 

Flophouse 

Wannabe  Texans 
Tempest 


There  ere  some  changes  which  ere  the  result  of  you  sneering  the  survey: 

More  seise  arxl  a new  salsa  d|  night,  some  eipenmer>tel  theeire.  e drMi  diecouni.  open  Thuredeye 
And  we  kept  the  thinge  you  like,  ellernellve  rock,  open  mike,  comedy,  oysters 


Now 

Valencia  Street 

HASBEANX 

Gourmet  Coffees 
Espresso  Bar 
Cappuccino 


One  Dollar  Off 


llA^*RFAiyC  Purchase  any  pound  of  coffee  with  this  coupon 
at  Valencia  Sheet  store  (21b  limit  per  customer! 


1038  Valencia  Street  at  Hill 


IM££A/CiA  crcifffy  HOURS:  10  - 6 MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io  4 Sunday 


'VM  our  HUGC  SHO¥AOOM  br  IhB  kBOMt 
wIbcBoo  of  MevdM.  taH  ft  AcoMBOrtM  nSF.‘ 


BICYCLES  BY 
SPEOAUZED  schiwiNisi 

HISHIKI 

and  LOTS  MORE 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ON  ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


MISSION  STREET 
COIN  LAUNDRY 

2267  MISSION 
(between  18th  & 19th) 

Mon-Sat  8 am-8  pm 


WASH  ^ 
FOI  D IT 

65*!/$4.50  minimum 

DRY  CLEANING  $ * OFF 
WITH  $10  ORDER 
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LIFE  IN  THE  WEIRD  LANE 


illegal  10  have  food  or  drink  in  ihe  paid  area 
of  the  BART  stations!" 

They  have  authorized  cops  to  look  for 
styrofoam.  Whilepeoplearedyingofhunger 
here.  I calmly  explained  that  the  cup  had 
only  contained  cocaine,  which,  when  I had 


saw  the  football  and  then  I caught  it  and 
then  I ran  ‘cause  my  legs  weren't  doing 
anything  at  that  time  'cepi  standing  there." 

Anyway,  my  boss  and  I are  on  the  phone 
with  this  guy  who  represents  our  entire 
western  region.  He  says  he  wants  me  to 


This  is  why  I love  life.  Life  always 
amazes  you,  especially  when  life  is 
worst,  that  is,  noticing  your  mistakes.  If 
you  lake  the  lime  to  stop  and  smell  the 
thorns,  you’ll  realize,  ‘T’m  important 
enough  that  karma  or  kismet  or  some  other 
mystical  ‘k’  wants  to  make  me  extremely 
miserable.”  Thai’s  a very  heady  feeling. 
You  know  you’re  gelling  a lot  of  aiieniion, 
and  that  makes  you  feel  real  good,  which 
helps  offset  the  severe  suffering. 

So  here  are  some  of  my  astonishments: 
/ gelbusiedonBART:  when  I hear  sirens 
in  my  neighborhood,  1 don’t  say,  "Oh  God!”, 
1 say,  "Oh,  now  what”  It’s  got  to  the  point 
that  unless  1 see  someone  eat  himself  alive. 
I’m  not  alarmed.  So  I’m  at  the  Embarcad- 
cro  station.  Lately,  it  has  been  swarming 
wiihBARTcops.  Thcremaybeanotherex- 
planaiion,  but  I think  they  are  afraid  of 
icrrorisi  attacks.  As  if  terrorists  can  make 
BART  run  any  worse  through  sabotage 
than  it’s  managed  to  do  with  its  gazillion- 
million  dollar  new  computer  system  that 
doesn’t  work.  Terrorists  aren’t  that  stupid. 
If  they  want  to  demoralize  us,  they’ll  have 
to  attack  things  important  to  most  Ameri- 
cans, like  the  broadcasting  home  of  MTV. 

So  I’m  down  on  the  platform,  not  with  a 
kilo  of  heroin,  not  with  Jock  Sturges  pho- 
tos, but  with  - are  you  ready  - a cup  of 
coffee.  After  living  in  the  Mission  5 years 
I’ve  developed  good  peripheral  vision. 
When  you  tend  to  come  home  as  late  as  I do, 
you  learn  to  appreciate  the  value  of  wide 
scanning  that  just  might  identify  a pipe 
coming  across  the  side  of  your  head  as  if  a 
target  was  conveniently  printed  on  it.  I no- 
ticed the  unscary  BART  cop  rushing  to- 
ward me.  I guzzled  the  cup  of  coffee.  Have 
you  ever  guzzled  a cup  of  coffee?  Don’t.  It 
makes  you  curse  aloud.  Unintelligibly. 

1 tossed  the  incriminating  cup  in  the 
trash.  The  Coffee-pouncer  told  me,  "It  is 


it  up  to  my  face,  I was  snorting,  so  it  didn’t 
really  qualify  as  food  or  drink.  Fast  think- 
ing like  that  got  me  off  the  hook. 

I meet  someone  stupider  than  me:  don’t 
gel  me  wrong.  I think  I’m  intelligent.  It’s 
j usl  that  when  I forge t my  intelligence,  I can 
be  as  dumb  as  the  professional  football 
player  who  gets  paid  a gazillion-million 
dollars  to  smash  his  body  up  against  people 
just  like  fTim  down  a rectangular  area  of 
grass,  but  who  doesn’t  have  enough  sense 
to  hire  a spokesman  to  say  the  easiest  things 
like,  "We  played  a good  game.  Thai’s  why 
we  won”  instead  of  him  saying  "Yeah,  I 


come  down  to  Los  Angeles.  My  boss  says, 
“As  long  as  you  pay  for  it”  and  he  agrees.  I 
say,  "Oh,  can  I then  go  to  Disneyland?” 
Now,  I would  not  go  to  Disneyland  if 
they  legalized  marijuana  there,  which  they 
won’t  do.  You’d  have  loo  many  paranoid 
cases  after  lokers  realized  they  were  ground 
giant  mice  and  giant  ducks.  But  this  guy, 
who  makes  a gazillion-million  amount  of 
doU^s  hesitated,  and  then  said,  "Um  . . .” 
trying  to  consider  a way  to  pul  a company 
paid  trip  to  Disneyland  on  the  books.  My 
boss  spared  him  and  said,  "Don  is  just 
joking”  and  I fell  so  sorry  for  him  that  I said. 


“Hey,  I’ve  heard  Joe  Montana  say  he’s 
going  there  so  many  times  ..."  which  I 
never  really  have.  I just  can’t  watch  grown 
men  run  up  and  down  grass  rectangles. 

People  get  mad  at  me  and  / want  to  kill 
them:  if  you’re  going  to  gel  mad,  get  mad. 
If  you  just  simmer,  you  deserve  the  frustra- 
tion.-! think  of  Aliila  or  a supernova  as 
examples  of  how  to  go  about  expressing 
what  you  needtoexpress  when  things  build 
up.  But  don’t  get  mad  over  stuff  that  is  so 
stupid  that  I’ll  do  a belter  job  at  rage  and  kill 
you  over  because  you’re  incompetent  at  it. 

I have  gazillion-million  storiesof  people 
who  got  under  my  very  sensitive  pale  skin, 
but  only  space  for  one.  SomeoneonBART 
sniffed  at  me  because  I asked  to  crawl  over 
her  to  sit  in  the  empty  seal.  This  is  not 
surprising;  many  people  who  pay  a fare  feel 
they  have  complete  rental  rights  on  that 
whole  padded  stretch  of  commuter  space. 

I figured  that  the  reason  this  person  was 
upset  was  because,  by  crawling  over,  I 
interrupted  her  reading.  Her  book  was  the 
Bible.  When  you’re  delving  into  material 
that  advises  you  to  do  great  things  like  “turn 
the  other  cheek”  or  "thou  shall  not  covet  the 
empty  BART  seal"  you  absolutely  do  not 
want  to  be  interrupted  by  someone  taking 
that  empty  seaL  To  hell  with  this  interloper. 
Thai’s  why  religious  wars  are  always  won 
by  the  group  that  believed  in  God  better 
than  the  side  that  got  slaughtered. 

How  did  I gel  my  vicious  revenge  on 
this  woman?  Once  I sat  down,  I kept  quiet 
and  let  her  keep  reading  the  Bible.  If  that 
wasn't  mean  enough,  I was  just  waiting  to 
slap  her  face  once  she  got  to  that  "turn  the 
other  cheek".  But  by  the  lime  we  got  to 
Rockridgc  station,  she  was  only  up  to 
Psalms,  and  it  was  too  far  away  to  the  New 
Testament,  so  I gotoff;  we  werejusi  getting 
too  close  to  Concord  for  my  tastes. 

by  Don  Stevens 
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995  VALENCIA 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94110 
821-6622 


A WHOLE  FOODS  RESTAURANT 

AND 

NATURAL  JUICE  BAR 


SATURDAY  & SUNDAY  BRUNCH 


LUNCH  & DINNER  DAILY 

TUES  - THURS  11  AM  - 10  PM  / FRl  11  AM  - 11  PM  / SAT  10  AM  - 11  PM 


STTN  in  AM  . Q PM 
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CHIROPRACTIC  CARE 


AVOID  POSTURE  TRAPS 


Soft,  sagging  chairs.  Soft,  lumpy  mat- 
tresses. Unadjustable  car  steering 
wheels.  Low  feet-in-froni  automobile  car 
seats.  Rigid  school  desks.  Modem  sofas 
with  curved  backs  or  no  backs.  Every- 
where. we  arc  surrounded  widi  furniture 
and  devices  that  not  only  do  not  help  our 
posture,  but  in  some  cases  do  damage  to  it. 
And  chronic  poor  posture  can  lead  to  fa- 
tigue, irritability,  muscle  strain  and,  in 
extreme  cases,  functional  and  organic  prob- 
lems. 

Even  in  your  home  you  probably  have 
many  “posture  traps”  which  you  use  for 
relaxation  and  comfort  but  which,  in  real- 
ity .are  detrimental  to  normal  body  balance. 

Unfortunately,  most  people  confuse 
softness  with  comfort,  and  don’t  realize 
that  unless  a seat  or  mattress  is  firm  enough 
and  supportive  enough  to  properly  hold  the 
spine,  the  vital  muscles  and  joints  can  be 
strained.  Sinking  into  your  favorite  chair 
can  also  crowd  your  abdomen,  compress 
your  chest  cavity  and  ultimately  hinder 
your  body  from  functioning  healthfully. 

On  the  other  hand,  stiff  and  unyielding 
chairs  can  be  damaging  too.  Some  school 
desks  are  prime  examples.  Seats  should 


allow  the  child  to  rest  his  feet  on  the  floor, 
with  the  knees  at  a right  angle.  The  back  of 
the  chair  should  support  the  spine  and  pre- 
vent the  chest  from  sagging. 

There  are  several  things  you  can  do  to 
achieve  healthier  sitting  posture  for  your 
family.  First  of  all,  get  rid  of  harmful 
“posture  traps”.  Invest  in  posture  suppor- 
tive chairs.  Don’t  forget  that  softness  and 
comfort  arc  not  synonymous,  and  that  the 
true  lest  of  a seat  is  whether  you  can  sit  in  it 
for  long  periods  of  lime  without  fatigue  of 
discomfort.  The  old-fashioned  rocking 
chair,  which  exercises  the  legs  and  stimu- 
lates blood  circulation  as  it  supports  the 
back,  is  often  found  to  be  an  excellent 
posture  seat. 

Your  mattress  should  also  be  firm.  If 
you  do  not  have  a chiropractic  mattress 
which  has  been  specifically  engineered  and 
designed  to  give  good  sleeping  posture,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  temporarily  place  a 
piece  of  plywood  between  your  present 
mattress  and  box  springs  to  keep  your  bed 
firm. 

Your  car,  another  possible  “posture 
trap”,  should  likewise  be  chosen  carefully. 
Look  for  adjustable  seats,  ample  leg  room. 


seating  that  lets  you  sit  on  your  rump  and 
not  the  end  of  your  spine,  dashboard  instru- 
ments which  can  be  reached  without  strain, 
and  firm  seat  cushioning. 

Your  doctor  of  chiropractic,  who  is  a 
specialist  in  treating  health  problems  re- 
lated to  the  structure  and  nerve  functions  of 
your  body,  reminds  you  that,  when  you 
permit  your  spine  to  sag,  you  are  allowing 
muscles  to  relax  and  ligaments  to  be  placed 


under  tension  as  the  segments  of  the  spine 
reach  their  limit  of  motion.  This,  in  turn, 
can  cause  many  types  of  health  problems. 

The  solution:  Have  periodic  spinal  ex- 
aminations. And  if  your  dog  wants  the 
broken  down,  sagging  easy  chair,  give  it  to 
him.  Slay  out  of  “posture  traps”  and  enjoy 
life  to  its  fullest. 

by  Robin  L.  Silverman,  D.C. 


NUTRITIONAL  CARE 


LET  THEM 

Home  made  soup  does  not  have  to  be 
difficult  or  time-consuming  to  make,  and 
can  form  the  central  part  of  a healthy  meal. 
Keep  on  hand,  at  all  times,  the  basics  - 
carrots,  onion,  potatoes,  celery  and  vege- 
table broth  or  water  from  cooking  noodles. 
Remember  that  simple  combinations  work 
belter  than  complicated  ones.  Miso  paste  is 
a good  flavoring  agent;  add  at  the  end  of 
cooking  to  preserve  the  valuable  enzymesil 
contains.  Light  miso  is  most  versatile,  as  its 
flavor  will  not  take  over  or  mask  the  natural 
taste  of  the  vegetables. 

2 carrots,  diced 
1 stalk  celery,  minced 
I onion,  minced 


EAT  SOUP 

2 slices  fresh  ginger  root,  minced 

2 TBS  olive  oil 

3 potatoes  (about  1 lb.)  diced 

3 dried  shiitake  mushrooms,  soaked  and 
sliced 

5 cups  vegetable  broth  or  water 

2 or  more  cups  com  kernels,  fresh  or 
frozen 

1 TBS  light  miso  paste 

1/2  cup  soy  milk. 

In  a 4-quart  soup  pot.  heal  oil  and  saute 
carrots,  celery,  onion,  ginger  until  fragrant. 
Do  not  brown. 

Add  potatoes,  saute  2-3  minutes. 

Add  broth  and  mushrooms,  bring  to  a 
boil,  lower  heat  and  simmer  20  minutes. 

Add  com  and  return  to  boil. 

Puree  1/2  the  soup  in  a blender  with 
miso  paste,  return  to  pot. 

Add  1/2  cup  soy  milk  or  more  to  adjust 
to  desired  thickness. 

Check  seasoning. 

Serve  hot.  garnished  with  chopped  pars- 
ley. 

by  Lisa  Berkelhammer,  L.Ac. 


MENTAL  HEALTH 
DISASTER  DELAYED 

The  closure  of  the  Mount  Zion  mental 
crisis  clinic,  which  would  send  hun- 
dreds of  severely  disturbed  patients  wan- 
dering through  the  Mission  in  an  attempt  to 
find  treatment  at  the  already  overburdened 
San  Francisco  General  Hospital  has  been 
postponed  by  the  City’s  Health  Commis- 
sion. following  action  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  Mount  Zion,  slated  for  termi- 
nation on  March  1st,  will  be  allowed  a 
reprieve  until  June.  Doctors,  concerned 
neighbors,  patients’  advocates  and  politi- 
cians such  as  Supervisor  Angela  Alioto  are 
fighting  to  extend  the  closure  date  or  to 
keep  the  clinic  open  indefinitely. 

John  Knox  of  Mt.  Zion  said  that  funds 
had  been  found  which  were  sufficient  to 
keep  the  clinic  open  “pending  transition  or 
closure”.  He  explained  that  Mt.  Zion  re- 
ceives most  of  its  money  from  theCily  and, 
despite  a resolution  by  the  Supervisors,  the 
Health  Deparunent  had  deemed  the  facility 
expendable. 

But  Supervisor  Aliolo’s  office  believes 
the  “savings”  would  be  eaten  up  due  to  the 
increased  SFGH  workload,  the  necessity  of 
using  the  police  as  menial  health  casework- 
ers of  last  resort,  and  the  potential  of  law- 
suits arising  out  of  the  increased  crime  rale 
caused  by  these  hundreds  of  mental  pa- 
tients unable  to  receive  their  treatment  or 
medication. 

Fancher  Bennett  of  Patients’  Rights 
Advocates  concurs,  noting  that  the  City 
will  have  to  hire  employees  to  do  the  work 
done  by  Mt.  Zion’s  volunteers  and  spend 
far  more  on  other  services.  “It  will  be 
terrible  for  police  and  ambulance  drivers 
who  will  have  to  ferry  people  around  trying 
to  find  a facility  that  has  room." 

“Most  people  who  use  the  crisis  clinic 
are  poor  and  don’t  even  have  bus  fare.”  she 
added,  admitting  that  a lot  of  people  who 
are  turned  away  when  SFGH  is  full  will 
have  no  alternative  but  to  wander  the  streets 
of  the  Mission,  waiting  for  something  to 
happen. 


TWo  Thousand  Babies 
(And  Their  Moms) 
Can’t  Be  Wrong! 


Why  Did  Nearly  2,000  Mothers  Choose  to 
Give  Birth  at  St.  Luke's  Hospital  Last  Yeor? 


Comfort. 

At  St.  Luke's,  our  beautiful  and 
spacious  LDR  rooms  (combination 
labor,  delivery  and  recovery)  offer 
all  the  comforts  of  home.  The 
decor  is  charming  and  features 
lovely  furniture,  matching  linen 
and  hardwood  floors.  And  all  the 
necessary  medical  equipment  is 
conveniently  tucked  away  and 
readily  available.  Or  you  can 
choose  a traditional  delivery  room. 

Special  Care. 

Our  friendly  and  experienced 
maternity  staff  is  dedicated  to 
providing  personalized  care.  In 


addition,  a pediatrician  is  available 
around  the  clock  and  a neo- 
nalologist  is  alwajs  on  call.  And 
it's  coinforting  to  know  that  our 
Level  II  Intensive  Care  Nursery  is 
ready  to  handle  any  unforseen 
complication.  If  English  isn't  your 
first  language,  many  of  our  staff 
are  multilingual. 

Some  Extras. 

We  can  help  you  select  a doctor 
that  meets  your  specific  require- 
ments. We  even  offer  our  moms 
free  childbirth  preparation  classes. 
And  after  your  baby  is  bom,  we'll 
teach  you  how  to  feed,  bathe  and 


if  iukesnursmgsfajj 
\s  dt^mfetlfo  pro- 
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neu  bom  special  care 


care  for  your  child.  As  an  added 
touch,  we’ve  got  special  gifts 
awaiting  you  and  your  newborn. 

Convenient  Location. 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital  is  located  right 
in  your  neighborhood  where  we've 
been  serving  the  community'  since 
1871. 

Affordability. 

St.  Luke's  is  an  affordable,  private 
hospital.  We  offer  a variety  of 
payment  options,  accept  most  types 
of  insurance,  and  will  process 
Medi-Cal  or  help  you  establish 
coverage. 


St.  Luke's  Hospital 

Army  at  Valencia 

Special  event?  Special  care! 


r 


Yes. 


n 


L 1 would  like  a beliind-the-scenes  tour  of  St.  Ixike's 
maternity  facilities. 

Nome 

Address 

GtyAtote/Zip_ 

Age Doytime  Phone 


Is  this  your  first  baby?  • □ Yes  DNo 

If  not,  in  whot  hospital  did  you  lost  give  birth?  (Nome  and  Gty) 


Why  did  you  select  the  above  hospitol?. 


To  arrange  to  come  in  for  a 
behind-tlie-scenes  tour  of  St. 
Luke's  maternity  facilities,  and 
receive  a free  gift,  simply  call 
626-BABV  (626-2229), 
or  complete  and  mail  this 
coupon  to  the  address  below. 

Luke's  Hospital 

Army  at  Valencia 

Marketing  Deportment 
3555  Army  Street 
SanFrands(o,CA94)10 


L 


J 
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VINTAGE  CLOTHING 


3162  - 16TH.ST  (NEXT  TO  FIREHOUSE  7) 
MON  - SAT  11  AM -7  PM 

SUNDAY  NOON -5  PM 
863-5706 


MISSION  DISTRICT 
CALENDAR 

MONDAY.  MARCH  4 

Leslea  Newman:  author  of  "A  Letter  to  Harvey  Milk"  and  "Heather  Has  Two 
Mommies”  will  read  new  stories  and  poetry  at  Old  Wives’  Talcs,  1009  Valencia  near  21st. 
7:30  PM.  $3-10,  821-4675. 

The  Most  Important  Skinny  Dadaist  Performer  in  America:  is  Larry 
Goodell,  maker  of  gringo  Shaman  masks  and  turkey  farmer  who  also  reads  poetry  and 
plays  music.  Plus  Lewis  Jordan,  fusing  poetry  and  music  at  Intersection.  446  Valencia 
near  16th.  8 PM.  $2-4.  626-ARTS. 

Anti-War  Teach  Ins:  sponsored  by  Open  Forum  at  the  New  College  50  Fell  Street 
campus  continue  through  Friday,  March  8.  Discussions  on  movement  organizing,  police 
repression,  direct  action  strategies  and  more.  7 PM,  cal!  552-2993  for  speaker  info. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  5 

Tonelados  del  Muerte:  La  Guerra  en  el  Golfo  Persico:  in  other  words,  death 
in  the  Gulf  War  - a Spanish  language  panel  with  Puerto  Rican,  Mexican,  Argentinian  and 
local  speakers.  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  968  Valencia  near  20th.  8 PM.  Free!  282- 
9416. 

WEDNESDAY.  MARCH  6 

Barrett  Watten  and  Margaret  Crane:  read  at  Forest  Books.  3080  1 6th  near 
Valencia.  8 PM.  $3.00,  863-2755. 


QUANYIN 

ONGOING  PROGRAMS:  861-4964 

A 'N 

• COMPREHENSIVE  PROGRAMS 

/ \ 

• HIV 

( H 1 

HERBAL  PROGRAMS 

\ / 

• FERTILITY  (Male  & Female) 

• HIV 

PMS  CLINIC 

1748 

Market  Street,  San  Francisco  94102 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  7 

Rebellion  is  the  Circle  of  a Lover's  Hands:  bilingual  English/Spanish  reading 
by  Puerto  Rican  poet  Martin  Espada.  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  968  Valencia  near  20th 
8 PM,  Free!,  282-9416. 

FRIDAY.  MARCH  8 

Dutchman:  Amiri  Baraka's  classic  1964  play  is  revived  at  1800  Square  Feet  Theatre. 
Robert  Ellis  and  Adrienne  Delfinia  Ferrari  star  and  Ven  Henderson  directs.  Fridays  and 
Saturdays  through  March  30th.  719  Clementina  in  squamous  SOMA,  8:30  PM  $4-8 
773-  8706. 

Our  Lives  on  the  Line:  Info  and  discussion  on  the  impact  of  the  Persian  Gulf  war  on 
women  sponsored  by  and  held  at  SF  Women's  Building.  3543  I8th  Street  near  Valencia. 
8 PM,  $3-6,  431-1180. 


COME  SEE  OUR 

OUR  USED  FURNITURE 
STORE 

NEARLY  NEW  AND  LIKE  NEW 
(SomeAiitiques) 

23  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
IN  YOUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

HARRINGTON  BROS. 

Furnishings  & Moving 

599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 

861-7300 

. Reasonable  Prices 
. Everything  for  Home  and  Office 
. We  Move  Furnishings  and 
Office  Equipment 

• Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 

• We  Buy  Furniture 


Fury  and  Finesse:  Dominique  Lowell,  Kim  Nomad,  Davm  Obert  and  friends  pile,  rip 
and  splatter  at  Cafe  Beano,  878  Valencia.  10:30  PM,  $3. 641-4318. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  9 

Beyond  Mondo:  anti-travelogs  by  Jonathan  Robinson  and  other  exotic  images  of 
Oriental  gays.  ATA,  992  Valencia  near  20th.  8:30  PM,  $5, 824-3890. 

SUNDAY.  MARCH  10 

Open  Lesbian/Gay  Poetry  Reading:  hosted  by  Stephanie  Henderson  in  honor  of 
International  Women's  Day.  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  968  Valencia  near  20th.  8 PM, 
Free!,  282-9416. 

MONDAY.  MARCH  11 

Ulrike  Ottinger  Retrospective:  films  about  fashion  addicts,  lesbian  buccaneers  in 
pe''  and  leather,  transsexual  German  ringmasters,  media  mafiosi  and  Mongolian  amazon 
kidnappings  at  the  Castro  Theatre,  Market  and  Castro  through  14th.  Grab  a calendar  or 
call  621-6120  for  times  and  screenings. 

WEDNESDAY.  MARCH  13 

Perspectives  on  the  War:  by  Jewish.  Feminist  and  Arab  s(}eakers  at  New  College, 
sponsored  by  San  Francisco  Greens  at  New  College,  777  Valencia.  7:30  PM,  $3-10, 255- 
2940. 

An  Evening  With  Rob  Nilsson:  which  local  filmmaker  will  discourse  and  present 
his  1977  "Prairie  Fire"  about  revolting  farmers  in  1915  North  Dakota.  $4  donation 
towards  his  new  film  about  the  homeless  includes  live  music  from  the  English 
underclass.  8 PM  at  Komotion,  2779  16th,  never  a telephone. 

THURSDAY.  MARCH  14 

Happy  Quinceanos,  Roxie:  and  in  honor  of  the  venerable  if  occasionally  grimy 
theater's  15th  birthday  settle  back  with  the  timely  "Dr.  Strangelovc"  and  Peter  Sellers  co- 
feature "The  Smallest  Show  on  Earth".  16th  and  Valencia,  tonight  only! 

Cultural  Intolerance  at  the  Salad  Bar:  which  mulli-cullural  collaborative  artists 
hold  a form  on  their  installation  "The  Forbidden  Self  at  7:30  PM.  Capp  Street  Project. 
270  14ih  off  Mission,  Free!  Installation  runs  all  month,  call  626-7747. 

FRIDAY.  MARCH  15 

Now  That  Twin  Peaks  is  Cancelled...  Where's  Bob?:  Church  of  the 
Subgenius  propagandist  Hal  Robbins  mutters  and  smokes  and  Goody  Thompson,  author 
of  "Mr.  Snake  and  Mr.  Frog"  and  called  "the  female  Bukowski"  indulges  her  "underwear 
crotch  collecting  obcession"  (sic)  at  Cafe  Beano,  878  Valencia.  Turn  Bob  loose  on  this 
bunch! 


The  Girls  Our  Mothers  Warned  Us  About:  a reading  by  Chicana  lesbians  at 
Modem  Times  Bookstore,  968  Valencia  near  20lh.  8 PM,  Free!,  282-9416. 

I Wanna  Future:  sez  frequently  grotesque  performer  Hank  Hyena  and  this  collection  of 
pieces  including  Rodent  War,  Urine  Vigilante,  The  Devil's  Lament  and  more  won’t 
improve  his  squalid  reputation. 

At  Footwork,  3221  22nd  Street.  8:30.  Tickets  8.  also  16th,  22nd  and  23rd. 

SATURDAY.  MARCH  16 

Disabled  Art  Auction:  or  more  appropriately  an  auction  by  normal  and  disabled 
artists  to  benefit  disabled  artists...  or  is  it  really  good  artists  with  disabilities  that  don't 
affect  their  artistic  abilities  or...  anyway,  good  stuff  at  Vision  Gallery,  1155  Mission 
beginning  3 PM,  620-0290. 

Cinema  of  Disgust:  New  York's  Nick  Zedd  appears  in  person  premiering  "War  is 
Menstruation  Envy"  siairing  Jesse  Helms'  March  centerfold  girl  Annie  Sprinkle  and  also 
screens  "Whoregasm"  and  "Police  State".  ATA,  992  Valencia.  8:30  PM.  $5. 

Black  Ties  Fight  Drugs:  at  the  Fairmont  Hotel,  950  Mason.  Dignitaries  including 
Sherry  Agnos,  Rev.  Cecil  Williams,  various  49ers  and  rap  stars  in  a dinner  benefit  for 
crack  addicted  infants.  $75  per  person,  no-hosl  bar.  6:30  PM,  777-2340. 

Turn  Japanese:  at  Komolion's  benefit  for  Yaka  Cultural  Exchange  featuring  Ogie 
Yocha,  Buioh  Dancers  and  surprises.  2779  Folsom  near  16th  after  the  sun  goes  down. 

SUNDAY.  MARCH  17 

Hey,  Remember  Central  America?:  thoughts  on  the  other  war  by  renowned 
linguistics  professor  Noam  Chomsky  at  the  Victoria  Theater,  2961  16th  off  Mission. 
Noon,  $6-10. 621-8981  or  282-  9246. 

Smell  This/In  Your  Face:  reading  by  contributors  to  magazines  "Smell  This" 
(women  of  color)  and  "In  Your  Face"  (men  of  color)  at  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  968 
Valencia  near  20lh.  8 PM,  Free!,  282-9416. 

MONDAY.  MARCH  18 

A Night  at  the  Bijou:  An  improvised  B-movie  and  full-length  feature  film  spliced 
together  by  Bay  Area  Theatre  Sports  at  the  New  Performance  Gallery,  3153  17th  Street 
near  South  Van  Ness.  8 PM,  $10, 824-8220. 

WEDNESDAY.  MARCH  20 

The  Truth  About  Ted:  is  revealed  by  poet  Bruce  Boone,  appearing  with  Michael 
Amnasan  ("Joe  Liar")  at  Forest  Books.  3080  16th  at  Valencia.  8 PM,  $3.  863-2755. 

Queen  Salmon;  a dance  production  of  Human  Nature  Series  at  New  Performance 
Gallery.  3153  17th  Street.  8 PM.  $7-9,  (707)  629-  3670  for  times  through  30th. 

San  Francisco  Murals:  discussed  and  shown  in  a slide  presentation  by  Tim  Drescher 
also  including  worldwide  "public  art".  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  968  Valencia  near  20lh. 
8 PM.  Free!,  282-9416. 

THURSDAY.  MARCH  21 

Mira  Cycle  I:  dance  and  performance  by  Contraband  at  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida, 
8:30  PM.  Tickets  $12, 621-7797  (also  22nd  and  23rd). 

FRIDAY.  MARCH  22 

Maria's  Story:  a documentary  of  a Salvadoran  wife,  mother  and  guerrilla  leader  at  the 
Roxie,  16th  and  Valencia  through  28ih. 

Bums  Eat  Shit:  drool  along  to  poetry  from  Sparrow  13  and  David  West,  a tracker  of 
financial  district  werewolves  at  Cafe  Beano.  878  Valencia. 

SATURDAY.  MARCH  23 

Sanctus:  Barbara  Hammer's  re-edit  of  X-ray  footage  by  James  Sibley  Watson,  the 
strangest  doctor/filmmaker  in  Rochester,  New  York  during  the  20s  and  30s,  received  2 
pages  in  the  pink  section  and  a show  at  SFAI  last  month...  if  you  missed  it  here's  another 
chance.  ATA.  992  Valencia,  8:30  PM,  $5. 824-3890. 

Clamp  Down!  at  the  Second  Annual  Humbug  Party  sponsored  by  E.  Clampus  Vitae  at 
Mariposa  Hunter's  Point  Yacht  Club,,  405  China  Basin  next  to  Pier  50.  10:30  AM  until 
? (if  you  don't  know  who  the  Dampers  are,  ask  somebody). 

SUNDAY.  MARCH  24 

Simians,  Cyborgs  and  Women:  examined  by  feminist  theorist  Donna  Haraway  at 
Modem  Times  Bookstore,  968  Valencia  near  20th.  8 PM,  Free!,  282-9416. 

MONDAY.  MARCH  25 

Tie  Me  Kangaroo  Down,  Sport:  Bay  Area  Theatre  Sports  regulars  go  down  under 
to  tackle  Australians  and  other  critters  at  the  New  Performance  Gallery.  3153  17th  Street. 
8 PM.  $7.  824-8220. 

WEDNESDAY.  MARCH  27 

Susan  Gervitz  and  Megan  Adams:  read  from  upcoming  works  at  Forest  Books. 
3080  16th.  8 PM,  $3.  863-2755. 

THURSDAY.  MARCH  28 

Energize!:  Joe  Armstrong,  a Sonoma  State  Professor  discourses  on  the  "Urgent  Need 
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for  a National  Energy  Policy  Now!"  at  New  College,  777  Valencia.  7:30  PM.  $3-10, 
255-2940. 

FRIDAY.  MARCH  29 

Dead  Americans:  performance  by  renegade  New  York  Times  writer  David  Lemer  plus 
audio  montage  from  the  archives  of  Stephen  Parr  (producer  of  the  likes  of  Smut  Fest  and 
the  poetry  at  Cafe  Beano)  held...  coincidentally...  at  Cafe  Beano,  878  Valencia.  10:30 
PM,  $3.  558-8112. 


Pandora's  Box:  opened  by  Dance  Brigade  at  Theater  Artaud  through  April  7th.  450 
Florida,  8 PM,  $13-15, 465-3686. 

SATURDAY.  MARCH  30 

Saturday,  Bloody  Saturday:  at  ATA.  992  Valencia  with  Greta  Snider's  film  "Blood 
Story",  the  Theory  Girls’  inter-media  performance  "Blood  Dreams"  and  other  gory 
goodies.  8:30  PM,  $5,  824-3890. 

ONGOING: 

Industrial  Visual  Arts  Installations;  continue  at  Southern  Exposure.  401 
Alabama  through  16lh.  featuring  works  by  Julie  Murray  and  Amie  Laird  McNccl.  863- 
2141. 

Face:  a true  drama  about  Helio  who  falls  off  a cliff  and  is  refused  medical  care  for  his 
facial  disfigurement.  Written  and  directed  by  Ellen  Sebastian,  starring  Robert  Ernst,  Artis 
Fountaine,  Nao  Bustamante  and  Debora  lyall.  Theater  Artaud.  450  Florida  through  17th. 
621-7797. 

Art  Against  The  War:  "irretrievably  expressing  mass  disgust"  hangs  out  at  ATA. 
992  Valencia  through  the  23rd.  824-3890. 

Message  In  A Bottle:  collaborative  mail  art  1973-1991  at  Intersection  through  23rd. 
446  Valencia,  626-ARTS. 

Two  Lost  In  The  Filthy  Night:  by  Brazilian  dramatist  Pinio  Marcos  plays  at 
EXlTheatre,  366  Eddy  through  March  23rd.  8 PM,  $8-12, 673-3847. 

Programa  Infantil  en  Espanol:  para  ninos  de  3 a 5 en  la  Biblioieca  de  la  Mision, 
3359  Calle  24  , todos  los  Sabados  a las  12  PM.  Telefono:  695-5090,  Gratis! 

Akido  Arts  Center  of  SF:  classes  for  women,  men  and  children!  Come  practice  this 
beautiful,  non-violent  martial  an  of  peaceful  power,  physical  and  spiritual  fitness,  fun, 
friends,  self-defense,  co-ordination  and  concentration.  Daily  classes,  all  levels,  beginners 
encouraged.  Jamie  Zimron,  Sensei.  4th  Dan  with  Black  Bell  instructors.  670  South  Van 
Ness  near  18th  Street,  252-2388. 


a □ 


C7 


CJ 


577  Valencia  Street 

255-7612 

BEST  STEAK 
SANDWICH 
IN  THE  MISSION 

ONLY  $3.50 


CHARCOAL  BROILED  HAMBURGERS 3.25 

CHEESEBURGERS 3.50 

GUACAMOLE  BURGER 3.75 

FAJITAS  (STEAK  OR  CHICKEN) 4.00 

SHIS  KEBAB  STEAK  OR  CHICKEN 4.75 

(WITH  RICE  AND  BEANS) 

STEAK  BURRITOS 3.00 

VEGETARIAN  BURRITOS 3.00 


WE'LL  SEE  YOU  SOON! 


Pick  up  orders  too 


\\\i  , 
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WANTED! 


Canvassers,  Artists,  Organizers,  Talkative  People! 

to  volunteer  for  the  Pueria  a Puerta,  neighborhood  art 
exhibit  this  summer  at 

Galeria  de  la  Raza  and  the  Mission  Cultural  Center. 

Visit  door-to-door  with  us  in  la  Mision  and 
inspire  a neighbor  to  create  an  art  piece 
or  to  lend  an  cultural  object  from  their  home. 

Call  now.  Artists'  Television  Access  824-3890 
There  will  be  an  open  meeting  on  March  8 at  4:00  pm 
at  the  Gaferia,  2851  24th  Street  at  Bryant 


BOOKSTORE 


Literature  • Politics  • Art 


□BROS  EN  ESPANOL 
Literatura  • Politica  • Arte 
DISCOS  DE  LA  NUEVA  CANCION 

968  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  282-9246 


Chinese  food,  seafood,  grill, 
sandwiches,  salads  & espresso. 


329622nd/Valencia 
SF  824-8080 

Open  7davso  wee»^ 

Mon8am-3pn:i  Tue-Fri 8 am-t1  pm 
Sot-Sun  9 om-lt  pm 
Breaxios’  Lunc^  & D n'^er 


SISTER  MADALENE 

READER  & ADVISOR 
HAS  THE  POWER  TO  HEAL  BY  PRAYER 
She  advises  on  all  affairs  of  life. 

There  is  no  problem  so  great  she  can  not  solve. 
She  has  the  power  to  help  you. 

One  visit  will  convince  you.  will  lift  you 
out  of  sorrow  and  darkness,  and  start  you 
on  the  way  to  success  and  happiness 
She  also  tells  you  the  meaning  of  dreams 

Come  see  this  lady  of  hope 

Sister  Madalene 

2319  Mission  St.  near  19th  St, 

\ 550-9362 

No  wis 


»/  No 

Appointment 

Needed 


MISS  ISABELLA 


READER  AND  ADVISOR 

Has  the  power  to  heal  by  prayer.  She  advises  on  all  affairs  of  Life.  Haj^iness.  Success.  Love 
& Sorrow.  One  visit  will  convince  you!  That  She’s  truly  gifted  from  god. 

COME  SEE  THIS  LADY  OF  HOPE 


550-2610 


3132  21st  Si.  Apt.  1 S.F..CA 
NO  APPOINTMENT  NEEDED 


by  Robert  Cole  and 
Lowcl!  Williams 

ALMANAC:  The  larger  planets  in  our 
solar  system;  Jupiter,  Saturn,  Uranus, 
Neptune  and  Pluto,  appear  to  slow  down 
and  nearly  stop  in  our  heavens  this  month. 
As  these  great  "stars”  move  into  stationary 
positions  overhead,  we  here  below  are 
challenged  with  (he  fixedness  of  the  uni- 
verse. The  flux  of  nature,  the  rhythm  of 
change,  thebalanceof  polarities  is  resolved 
momentarily  and  nothing  works.  The  stars 
are  on  strike!  Nobody  wants  to  work!  The 
New  Moon  is  on  the  1 6ih  and  the  Full  Moon 
is  on  the  29th. 

ARIES  (MAR  21-APR  19):  A serious 
confrontation  with  the  authorities  can  be 
avoided  if  you  simply  refuse  to  work  and 
hold  steady  to  your  convictions.  Don’t 
waste  your  time  trying  to  leach  your  op- 
pressors a lesson.  Their  minds  are  rotted 
with  delusions  of  wealth  and  wasted  hopes 
of  greater  profits.  Simply  refuse  to  work  or 
to  pay  higher  prices.  Take  what  you  de- 
serve. After  all,  all  you  really  want  is  your 
money. 

TAURUS  (APR  20-MAY  20):  Known 
as  the  workaholic  of  the  zodiac,  you  are 
often  a focus  of  subtle  resentment  from 
those  who  hat  work.  It’s  not  (hat  they  are  all 
lazy  bums;  it’s  just  that  your  productivity  is 
enough  to  pul  anyone  else  to  shame  except, 
of  course,  another  Taurus.  Your  driving 
eH'orts  will  stand  our  more  than  usual  dur- 
ing the  general  strike  affecting  the  market- 
place. Take  a big  risk  and  join  with  the 
other  non-workers  this  time.  Don’t  be  a 
scab! 

GEMINI  (MAY  21-JUN  20):  It  becomes 
blatantly  obvious  to  you  and  your  partners 
that  you’re  not  getting  even  half  of  what 
you  deserve  for  all  the  work  you  do.  The 
big  promises  of  the  capitalists  who  lord 
over  your  business  are  turning  out  to  be 
empty  delusions.  Pul  down  your  tools, 
refuse  to  meet  the  schedule,  slop  playing 
the  "good  geek”  games.  Organize  with 
fellow  workers  in  order  to  gel  your  fair 
share  of  the  pie, 

CANCER  (JUN  21-JUL22):  When  your 
work  territory  is  invaded  by  newcomers 
who  are  willing  to  do  the  job  for  half  the 
price,  all  sorts  of  resentment  builds  up;  and 
it’s  just  this  kind  of  resentment  that  turns 
into  vicious  racism  and  sexism.  The  focus 
of  your  anger  should  not  be  on  your  fellow 
workers,  but  on  the  bosses  who  dare  to  hire 
the  disadvantaged  at  slave  wages  and  take 
the  profiLs  for  themselves.  Make  an  effort 
to  get  to  know  your  fellow  workers.  Join 
the  union. 

LEO  (JUL  23- AUG  22):  If  it  weren’t  for 
your  loyal  companion  and  his/her  devotion 
to  maintaining  commitments  in  this  rela- 
tionship, you’d  be  out  on  the  streets  with  the 
millions  of  other  workers  who  have  lost 
their  jobs.  Re-assure  your  companion  that 
you  are  very  grateful  for  the  security  which 
he/shc  provides.  And  the  easiest  way  to  do 
that  is  to  wear  that  beautiful  smile  of  yours, 
give  lots  and  lots  of  hugs  and  laugh  at  all 
his/her  jokes.  Easy. 

VIRGO  (AUG  23-SEP  22):  The  aggra- 
vating demands  of  your  boss  are  not  going 
to  make  you  feel  guilty  anymore.  Early  in 
the  month,  you  will  gather  enough  courage 
to  tell  him^er  to  take  this  stupid  job  and 
shove  it.  There  are  only  certain  times  in  life 
when  you  are  inspired  to  take  such  daring 


Tisksandthisissurelyoneofthem.  You’ve 
had  it  with  the  pipe  dreams  and  the  empty 
promises.  The  worker  is  always  right! 

LIBRA  (SEP  23-OCT  22):  The  pres- 
sures of  the  daily  work  grind  are  enough  to 
make  you  and  all  of  your  co-workers  sick. 
The  conditions  are  subhuman  and  the 
stooges  are  constantly  pressuring  you  to  do 
more  with  less.  And  nobody  pays  attention 
to  the  pollutants  and  the  toxics  which  per- 
meate your  work  environment.  No  work  is 
more  important  than  your  health  and  state 
of  well-being.  Slop  fooling  yourself  and 
others.  Refuse  to  do  work  which  is  danger- 
ous or  unhealthy. 

SCORPIO  (OCT  23-NOV  22):  Making 
plastic  cigarette  lighters  or  packaging  new 
varieties  of  dry  dog  food  may  seem  like 
productive  and  valuable  labor,  especially  if 
the  capitalist  who  runs  the  business  is 
making  tons  of  money  off  your  commit- 
ment to  his/her  vision.  But  seriously,  is 
your  work  beneficial  to  life  on  this  planet  or 
are  you  just  being  fooled  by  a greedy 
wheeler-dealer?  What  do  you  have  to  do  to 
change? 

SAGITTARIUS  (NOV  23-DEC  21);  A 
member  of  your  very  own  family  is  thrown 
out  on  the  streets  this  month  as  the  spread- 
ing economic  depression  eliminatcshis/her 
job  and  the  bill  collectors  mercilessly  lake 
revenge  for  bad  debts.  Now’s  the  time  to 
prove  your  true  love.  Open  your  door  wide 
and  share  your  warm  home  and  your  finan- 
cial security  with  this  poor  victim.  Nurture 
his/her  wounds  with  good  old  fashioned 
radicalism.  Big  business  has  always  been 
bad. 

CAPRICORN  (DEC  22-JAN  19):  The 
distance  you  are  required  to  travel  to  get 
back  and  forth  from  the  job  used  to  be  no 
problem  but,  this  month,  the  cost  of  main- 
taining your  car  and  the  amountof  lime  you 
spend  sitting  in  traffic  jams  simply  gets  to 
be  too  much.  The  job  just  doesn’t  have 
enough  gliiier’n’gold  to  keep  you  inter- 
ested. It  really  is  time  to  experiment  with 
ride  sharing  or  mass  transit.  Better  yet,  at- 
home  work  would  solve  all  your  problems. 

AQUARIUS  (JAN  20-FEB  18):  You’ve 
made  a horrible  mistake  if  you’ve  con- 
vinced yourself  that  you  ’re  making  enough 
money  on  your  job.  Free  yourself  from 
false  images  of  getting  a good  deal  from 
your  employer.  It's  all  a mirage  and  you 
cannot  afford  to  live  with  the  Big  Lie  any- 
more. Demand  twice  as  much  pay  for  half 
as  much  work,  and  you’ll  find  yourself 
much  closer  to  what’s  fair. 

PISCES  (FEB  19-MAR  20):  You  and 
your  co-workers  will  organize  this  month 
and  split  away  from  the  horrid  conditions 
and  practices  of  your  present  workplace. 
Suddenly  you  discover  that,  together,  you 
can  provide  belter  products  and  services  at 
half  the  price:  and,  on  top  of  that,  your 
worker  benefits  threefold  compared  to  the 
old  system.  Good  luck  comes  from  aban- 
doning the  old  boss.  P.S.  Take  that  vacation 
you’ve  been  wailing  for. 


For  more  information  on  astrological 
consultations,  please  write:  Astrologers, 
P.O.  Box  884561 . San  Francisco,  C A 94 1 88. 
Thank  you. 
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NO-FAULT  WARMONGERING 


Remember  Vietnam?  Remember  how 
unpopular  that  war  had  gotten  by  the 
early  70’s?  Remember  how  hard  it  was.  by 
then,  to  find  anyone  who  would  cop  to  ever 
having  supported  the  war?  And  yet,  we 
know  most  Americans  did  support  that 
‘police  action’  when  it  began  — not  be- 
cause they  knew  why  we  were  there,  but 
simply  because  we  were  there,  and  it  would 
have  been  unpatriotic,  in  the  early  60’s,  to 
criticize  or  even  question  American  policy. 
Less  than  ten  years  later,  a lot  of  those  same 
people  (their  hair  longer,  their  pant  legs 
flared)  had  jumped  on  the  bandwagon 
headed  in  the  opposite  direction.  More  than 
50,000  Americans  dead  for  no  good  reason 
(not  to  mention  1.500,000  Vietnamese, 
whom  no  one  mentioned),  and  images  of 
this  carnage  on  the  evening  news  every 
night,  finally  convinced  Americans  that 
maybe  peace  wasn’t  unpatriotic  after  all. 

Well,  here  we  are  in  1991,  frantically 
waving  flags  like  there’s  no  tomorrow 
(because  there  may  not  be),  and,  having 
dropped  more  pounds  of  bombs  on  Iraq 
than  there  are  men,  women  and  children 
living  (?)  in  that  country,  we  arc  on  the  eve 
of  sending  thousands  of  American  soldiers 
to  become  either  killers  or  corpses.  Now, 
far  be  it  from  me,  in  this  patriotic  climate,  to 
question  American  policy:  I’m  sure  George 
Bush  has  excellent  reasons  for  killing  thou- 
sands of  human  beings  — he  just  isn’t 
telling  us  what  they  are!  And  now  that 
we’re  in  it,  does  it  even  matter  why  we’re 
there?  No.  say  the  flag-wavers:  as  good 
Americans,  it’s  up  to  us  to  support  our 
troops  simply  because  they’re  there. 

But  in  the  light  of  recent  history  (how- 
ever thoroughly  we  may  have  forgotten  it), 
the  possibility  remains  that  public  opinion 
might  turn  against  the  war.  It  might  happen 
when  the  body  bags  start  coming  home;  it 
might  happen  when  the  slaughter  of  inno- 
cent civilians  raises  a twinge  in  the  Ameri- 


can conscience  about  ‘kicking  ass  ; or,  given 
the  current  censorship  of  the  press,  it  might 
not  happen  unti  I after  the  war  is  over  and  the 
body  bags  start  coming  home;  it  might  not 
happen  until  after  the  war  is  over  and  the 
history  books  are  written  — or  until  Bill 
Moyers  can  do  a special  on  it.  In  any  case, 
it’s  still  possible  that  in  a few  years  from 
now  you  won’t  be  able  to  find  anyone 
willing  to  admit  they  ever  supported  this 
war.  You  might  even  be  one  of  those 
people  — but  how  will  you  prove  your 
claim?  How  will  you  keep  an  authentic, 
original  anti-war  protestor  from  showing 
you  up  for  the  spineless  little  asswipe  that 


you  are. 

Thanks  to  this  special  One  Time  Only 
offer  by  the  Church  of  Deadbeat,  you  can 
insure  yourself  against  this  embarrassing 
existential  crisis!  As  an  ‘official  anti-war 
protestor’  and  the  Patriarch  of  the  Church 
of  Deadbeat,  I am  empowered  (isn’t  that  a 
nice  word?)  I say  I am  empowered,  fora  fee 
of  $15.00  plus  SI. 00  shipping  and  han- 
dling, to  issue  you  a signed  and  dated  Cer- 
tificate of  Pacifism!  For  this  one  low  pay- 
ment, you  can  wave  the  flag  all  you  want, 
you  can  use  real  Arab  blood  to  dye  the 
stripes  red  — hell,  you  can  tie  a yellow 
ribbon  around  your  dick,  for  all  I care  — or 


do  nothing  at  al  I ! — open  up  another  bag  of 
Dorilos  while  you  watch  CNN,  go  ahead, 
crunch  all  you  want!  — and  then,  when 
hindsight  reveals  this  war  to  be  one  of  the 
most  disgraceful  episodes  in  ail  of  20ih 
Century  American  history,  you  can  just 
whip  out  your  Certificate  of  Pacifism  and 
say  “I  was  against  it  all  along!” 

Ofcoursc.lhisalldcpcndson  who  writes 
the  history  books,  and  the  way  things  arc 
going,  it  looks  like  the  truth  may  be  paid  the 
same  respect  that  is  accorded  to  the  home- 
less on  our  su’ceis.  It  may  be  that  the 
American  soul  is  already  dead  and  damned, 
that  Orwell  and  Huxley  were  right,  and  that 
the  60’s/carly  70’s  saw  the  last  real  stirring 
of  the  human  spirit  before  it  could  be  well 
and  truly  laid  to  rest,  draped  under  the  flag 
ofhcrd-mindcdconsumcrism/’patrioiism’. 
corporalcmatcriafism/imperialism.and  the 
lies  that  spew  like  vomit  from  the  mouthsof 
our  ‘elected’  officials.  It  may  be  that  no  one 
will  care  whether  or  not  the  current  slaugh- 
ter is  justified  as  long  as  ‘we’  win  and  the 
price  of  gas  slays  low. 

But  maybe,  just  maybe,  there’s  still  a 
glimmer  of  sanity  and  conscience  left  in  the 
American  mind,  and  if  it  surfaces,  you  flag- 
wavers  are  going  to  look  a little  more  than 
sorry  in  retrospect.  So  don’t  lake  that 
chance!  Acinow!  ScndSlS.OOplusSl.OO 
shipping  and  handling  to  me.  Frank  Dead- 
beat, Patriarch  of  die  Church  of  Deadbeat  c/ 
0 this  paper,  and  receive  your  insurance 
policy  against  history!  Send  for  your  Cer- 
tificate of  Pacifism  today! 

The  soul  you  save  could  be  your  own. 

Frank  Deadbeat 

Written  February  19, 1991 


- INDUSTRIAL  UNIONKM 

INDUSTRIAL  WORKERS 

OF  THE  WORLD 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area 

General  Membership  Branch 

1095  MARKET  ST.  94103 

863-WOBS 

BEST  SELECTION  OF 
NEW  COMICS  IN  THE  U.S.A. 

jF 

^ I 3333  siri^EeT  ^ 

(415)  550-9158  Noon -6  Closed  Sundays 


0!0.^ox  4V8'J7  84 


Fine  Custom  Framing  and  Gallery 


Featuring: 

• Fabric  and 
French  Mats 

• Deep  Bevels 

• Shadow  Boxes 

• Archival  Matting 

• SOUTH 
WEST  ART 


San  Francisco 

926  Valencia  Street 

(@  20th.) 

(415)826-2321 


Oakland 

3738  Grand  Avenue 

(Near  Grand  Lake  Theatre) 

(415)  839-5142 


"BAY  AREA'S  BEST  BURRITO" 

- SF  BAY  AREA  GUARDIAN 


EL  TOM 


& VALE 

open 

daily 

11:00  AM  TO  10:00  PM 

PHONE  431-3351 


taqueria 


3071  —16th  STREET 
Bet.  MISSION  & VALENCIA 
OPEN  DAILY 
11  AM  to  12  PM 

864-8840 


TWO  LOCATIONS  TO  SERVE  YOU 


